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NOTES FROM A CURMUDGEON
(PRO TEMPORE)

I am not at all convinced
that the AAG leadership made a
wise decision to promote Spe-
cialty Groups within the asso-
ciation. I can see the advan-
tages of having scholars with
similar interests cooperate in
designing activities that ref-
lect their interests and en-
thusiasms. I am worried about
the risks inherent in having
different groups within the
AAG "doing their own thing"
and possibly ignoring and not
talking and listening to, and
cooperating and working with
geographers with kindred and
even non-kindred interests.

The above statement may
seem troubling to readers of
this newsletter, since the six
or so people who attended the
Cultural Ecology business mee-
ting at Phoenix elected me to
serve as the chair of the
group for the next two years.
(No newsletter editor was to
be found at Phoenix, so I am
putting out an interim, brief
newsletter. I am delighted to
say that subsequent issues
will be edited by Kenl Mathew-
son, Louisiana State Univer-
sity, who has generously ag-
reed to be editor and treasu-
rer (offices that are merged
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CULTURAL ECOLOGY
AT THE AAG MEETING IN BALTIMORE
1922 MARCH 1985

The following sessions
(organized and/or co-sponsored
by the Cultural Ecology Spe-
cialty Group) are noted as
being of potential interest to
membhers of the CEGS:

HUNGER. IN EAST AFRICA
(cosponsored with Africa SG
and Medical Geography SG)
Organizer: Thomas E. Dow-

ning, NCAR
Participants: Sudhir Wanmali

(chair), Robert W. Kates,

Marilyn Little, Frank E.

Bernard, Thomas E. Dow-

ning, and Benjamin Wisner

(discussant)
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