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CESG BUSINESS MEETING

The Cultural Ecology Specialty Group business
meeting was held during the AAG meeting in Toronto,
on April 20, 1990. There were thirty-four members
present. The first order of business was the election of
new officers. The current slate of officers, whose term
expires June 30, 1990, are as follows:

Cuamr: Philip W. Porter, Department of Geography,
University of Minnesota.

Eastery RecionaL Counciior: Nigel Allan, Depart-
ment of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State
University.

CextraL Recional Councior: William Woods, De-
partment of Geography and Earth Science, Southemn
Illinois University.

WesTERN Recional Councior: Michael Watts, De-
partment of Geography, University of California,
Berkeley.

SecreTaRY/TREAsURER: Kent Mathewson, Department
of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State Uni-
versity.

New officers were elected for a two year term, 1o serve
from July 1, 1990 to June 30, 1992. They are as follows:
Cuam: Cindi R. Katz, Environmental Psychology
Program, Graduate School and University Center, City
University of New York, 33 W. 42nd Street, New York,
NY 10036-8099.

Eastery Recional Counciior: Dianne E. Rochelean,
Graduate School of Geography, Clark University,
Worcester, MA 01610.

CentraL RecionaL Counciior: Thomas J. Bassett,
Department of Geography, University of Illinois, 607 S.
Mathews Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801.

WesTERN Recional Counciior: Nigel Allan, Depart-
ment of Geography, University of California, Davis, CA
05616.

Secrerary/TrEasurer: Kent Mathewson, Department
of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State Uni-
versity, Baton Rouge, LA 70803.

Among items discussed at the business meeting
was al least one topic that promises to foster debate. Bill
Turner proposed that we consider changing the name of
the specialty group from Cultural Ecology to Cultural/
Political Ecology. The purpose of such a change would
be to encourage members of the AAG who have ecologi-
cal interests, but who incorporate aspects of political
economy and social theory into their research, to join our
specialty group. A discussion then followed concerning
such a name change. Tom Bassell volunteered that he
prefers the term Political Ecology, and Greg Knapp
suggested not using a slash, but rather the name *“Cul-
tural and Political Ecology”. Bill Denevan felt that a
notice should be placed in the newsletter to generate
input and response from the membership at large. Karl
Butzer offered the observation that rather than trying to
reflect current trends, we need to be as inclusive as
r+-ssihle. He nointed out that the term cultural ecology
has a generic and neutral meaning that best serves this
end. Larry Grossman wondered if some people might be
further inhibited by such a name change. Phil Porter
concluded that this issue should be kept on the table,
with an open invitation for further discussion. Options
discussed included debate on the topic via the newslet-
ter, followed by a mail-in ballot representing the entire
membership of the CESG. Another idea may be to hold
a forum devoted to the issue at the Miami AAG meeting.
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