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s raised in the CESG business meeting at
Toronto and reviewed in the spring issue of the newslet-
ter, the question of a name change for this speciality
group continues to generate debate. In correspondence
and conversations with members over the summer and
during the fall, I sense that some individuals who were
initially willing to consider (or were even advocating) a
name change have moved away from their earlier sup-
port of a change. Others, who were never in favorof a
change, have expressed theirlack of enthusiasm in clear
terms. Finally, those who continue to favor explicit
recognition of political economy and/or political ecol-
ogy interests and approaches within the group’s formal
designation have either: 1) not communicated their
positions to us, or 2) have suggested that it may not be
productive 1o bring the issue to a vote at this time.

In this issue we are publishing letters received
thus far on the question of aname change, We hope that
others will contribute their thoughts on ways we can
extend the scope of our membership, be it through a
name change or by other means. We expect to publish
a spring issue of the newsletter before the Miami AAG
meetings. Please send materials for this issue by the
beginning of March.

Officers elected for a two year term, to serve from July
1, 1990 to June 30, 1992, are as follows:

Cuam: Cindi R. Katz, Environmental Psychology
Program, Graduate School and University Center, City
University of New York, 33 W. 42nd Street, New York,
NY 10036-8099,

Eastery RecionaL Councior: Dianne E. Rocheleau,
Graduate School of Geography, Clark University,
Worcester, MA 01610.

Central Recional Councior: Thomas J. Bassett,
Department of Geography, University of Illinois, 607 S.
Mathews Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801.

WesTern RecionaL Couwncior: Nigel Allan, Depart-
ment of Geography, University of California, Davis, CA
05616.

SecreTarY/TREASURER: Kent Mathewson, Department
of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State Uni-
versity, Baton Rouge, LA 70803.

In this issue we also welcome the comments of
our new chair Cindi Katz. Among the priorities that
Cindi has set for the CESG over the next two years is (o
encourage greater student participation. In suppon of
this objective, the editors of the CEN have initiated a
book review section. Students are particularly encour-
aged to submit reviews.

To date we have received word (with tentative
participation by several of those listed) of the following
CESG co-sponsored sessions for Miami:

1. The State, Agriculture and Ecology: Third World
Perspectives, (with the Africa 5.G.). Organizer: Abdi
Samatar. Chair: Michael J. Watts. Papers by: Thomas
Bassett; Robert Rice; Jonathan Bascom; Abdi Samatar,
Jesse C. Ribot; Michael J. Watts. Discussant: Michael
J. Watts.

2. Food Security and Agricultural Crisis in Africa, (with
the Africa 5.G.); Organizer: Robert E. Ford. Chair; Phil
Porter. Papers by: Abe Goldman; Calvin Masilela; Earl
Scott; Robert Ford; Jenny Olson; Tom Downing.

3. Greater Amazonia: Local Cultures; Regional Ecolo-
gies. (with the Latin American 5.G.). Organizer: Kent
Mathewson. Chair; Bill Denevan.

Papers by: Kent Mathewson; Bill Denevan; Mario
Hiraoka; Nigel Smith; Ray Henkel.
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