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( Notes from the Chair )

Cultural Ecology and Political Ecology Highlighted

Cultural ecological and political ecological ap-
proaches are favorably reviewed in two recent publications.
In his review of Gary Gaile and Curt Willmott's Geography in
America, Wilbur Zelinsky finds just 8 out of the 34 chapters to
be “exciting contributions.” Making the “honor roll” is the
cultural ecology chapter authored by Karl Butzer. (See Prog-
ress in Human Geography 1992, 16(1): 119-222. In the new
AAG commissioned volume, Geography’s Inner Worlds,
edited by Ron Abler, Melvin Marcus, and Judy Olsen, political
ecological and cultural ecological approaches are highlighted
in the chapters authored by Greg Kmight, Bonham Richardson,
and John Pickles and Michael Watts.
Specialty Group News

Membership in the CESG took a dramatic leap in
1992. Asof October, 295 geographers belonged to the group.
This is up 40% from last year's high of 211. The graph below
shows the trend in membership since 1985.
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Annual Meetings

The bad news is that the guest policy allowing
specialty groups to invite up to three non-North American
geographers to participate in the annual meeting for a modest
$13 registration fee was rescinded 11 to 7 by the AAG Council
at their spring 1992 meeting. The decision was protested by

specialty groups, forcing the issue to be taken up again at this
fall's Council meeting. The decision was sustained and the
AAG central office is currently revising specialty group by-
laws. The new policy currently taking shape is that specialty
groups will still be able to invite non-geographers to partici-
pate in the annual meetings but they must pay the much higher
membership rate. In partial compensation, the AAG will in-
crease the amount of the funds that it is currently allocating on
an experimental basis ($2000 in 1992) to subsidize the ex-
penses of “one or more non-geographers invited to appear in
plenary-like sessions sponsored by three or more specialty
groups.”

I would also like to bring to the attention of CESG
members that as long as there is interest, | am willing to
organize one or more political ecology sessions at the annual
meetings. | made this offer last year in an effort to end the
divisive debate over changing the name of the specialty group
to reflect the interests of political ecologists. The political
ecology session at the San Diego meetings was very success-
fui. Let's mainiain ihe momenium’

Tom Bassett
University of lllinois, Urbana-Champlain
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