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GY 314C:  Latin America in the Modern World

T-Th 11 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
LBC 136, aka the “Tax Room” (Rinker/IT Pod)

SPRING 2005
 Geography 314C is a contemporary culture course on the human and natural landscapes of Latin America.  314C will cover both Middle and South America, and the region will be addressed thematically (industry, agriculture, population).  It is a suitable course for all majors interested in the various countries to our south.  There are no pre-requisites.   
Instructor: Dr. Eric Perramond

Geography & Environmental Science

Office: 207, Gillespie Museum 

E-mail: eperramo@stetson.edu
Phone: x7008 (direct) x7331 (department)

http://www.stetson.edu/~eperramo

Ofc hrs: W, 8-11a.m. & by appointment.


Although structured around lectures and seminar discussions, there are several additional elements to the class, which will serve as complements to the lectures and text.  You should all have access to an e-mail account on campus (aol, netscape, others OK), feel comfortable browsing the internet, and be ready to use these media.   If you are not receiving e-mail from the instructor on a weekly basis, something is clearly wrong, and you must ensure that your Blackboard-listed e-mail is correct.  Please see CIT or call them immediately if this is the case.  This syllabus is a work-in-progress and is subject to numerous revisions, with prior notice.
Goals of the Course:

· Discuss the importance of Latin America’s indigenous and colonial past, as the past continues to shape the present of this continent.

· Illustrate the current diversity of Latin America’s cultural, physical, biological and political landscapes.  

· Understand the current economic and political problems and processes influencing the changing geographies of Latin America.

· Highlight the difficulty and challenge of land tenure changes in Latin America, through two case studies (Brazil and Mexico), and how access to resources has structured conflict and politics across this cultural continent. Special Theme -- Land, Freedom, Access: Case Studies of Land Tenure in Latin America.  
Outcomes:

· Gain an appreciation for the complexity and diversity of Latin America, both bio-physical and cultural-historical.

· Understanding of how peoples in Latin America have chosen to migrate from region to region, or between countries, based on historical-geographical experiences of the past and present.

· Display familiarity with the important movements, terms and concepts that drive Latin American economies and ecologies, especially those that deal with land and landlessness.

· Finally, understand that Latin America is not a single country, place, or set of peoples that exist in your imaginations or on Hollywood sets.

BOOKS: 

1. Clawson, David L. 2000.  Latin America & the Caribbean: Lands and Peoples, 3rd edition. New York: McGraw Hill Publishers. [the core text]
2. Wright, Angus and Wendy Wolford.  2003. To Inherit the Earth: The landless movement and the struggle for a new Brazil.  Oakland, CA: Food First! Publications.
3. Sheridan, Thomas.  1988.  Where the dove calls.  Tucson: University of Arizona Press.
GRADING: I adhere strictly to Stetson University’s grading system.  There will be two semester exams, each worth 15%, and a final exam, worth 15%.  The final is cumulative. One major research paper, of approximately 15-20 pages length, is expected of all class participants (20%).  Students are also responsible for a class presentation of their research prospectus, on a topic of their choice, worth 10%.  Two small map exercises (@5% each) will be performed early on to ensure basic geographic knowledge of Latin America. The final 15% consists of  active participation. I use the +/- system of grading assignments, and all grades are kept on Blackboard.
2 semester exams @ 15% 

= 30% of final grade
Sample questions and reviews provided for all exams (including final).
1 final exam (cumulative) 

= 15% of final grade

1 research paper (15-20 pgs)
     
= 20% of final grade
A major focus for your time and effort in GY314c.
1 research prospectus


= 10% of final grade

2 Map Exercises @ 5% each

= 10% of final grade
For basic knowledge.
Participation

  

= 15% of final grade
2 absences (excused) allowed w/out penalty. Emphasis on participation!
Policies:

· Participation means active attendance, posing questions, and interacting with others in class.  Perfect attendance does not mean perfect participation.  
· Please: NO BEEPERS, PAGERS, OR CELL PHONES IN CLASS.  The only exception is for Emergency Medical Technicians who should identify themselves to me on the first class day, so that I won’t throw large, blunt metal objects at them.   
· I abide strictly by the new Stetson Honor System, and will report any incident of exam cheating, paper plagiarism, or crib-sheeting to the Honor Council immediately. I expect you to “pledge” all work (by signing), including exams, and major research paper.  This is your word of honor that you have neither given nor received any help and that the work presented is your own.  I assume and expect all work done for this class to be original.  Any use of outside, un-cited work passed off as your own is a case of plagiarism.  This is the most serious of academic problems.  Any work that appears to be based on someone else's creative work will be assigned an automatic "F" pending your appeal and documentation.  
· IMPORTANT: Test policy.  Make-up exams are only for those with an official reason for being absent: an official university event (music/athletics) or illness.  A premiere of a movie, however, does not qualify.   Do NOT ask me questions such as “is this exam curved” or “do you curve?”  Only final grades are subject to a “curve” if they are unusually low at the end of a semester’s work. There is no such thing as extra credit in this class; you either do the work well, or you don’t do it well.
· DO contact me in regards to your research prospectus, paper, and all examination questions.  I provide sample questions for all exam work; use these wisely, and as a basis for studying.  And while I am “Latin” in a cultural sense, I am not “Latin American” (ask me why!), yet speak Spanish and French.  I will not expect you to understand Spanish, Portuguese texts, but nor will I shy away from quoting sources in these languages (with subsequent translation).  Languages are a tool for cultural contact and exchange – don’t be intimidated.
· The major research paper and research prospectus will be fully explained in week 2 of the course.  Essentially, the prospectus is an outline, problem statement, and list of major sources upon which you will draw to produce the research paper.  As soon as the first week, you may discuss with me the timing for your research prospectus discussion, and you may even schedule it.  Changing topics late in the semester is strongly discouraged, especially if you have built a substantial research base; most final products reflect either a sustained interest, or one that was changed quickly. Topics and changes to topics should be cleared with me well in advance. All papers should use an acceptable format for citation (in-text) and for the list of references consulted (bibliography).  While I prefer the (name date) system, I will accept MLA, APA styles (others at my discretion).  Pointed guidelines and directions will be given in the second week of classes.
· Participation is vital to your intellectual development and curiosity. Do ask questions. Do challenge the readings, the instructor, even classmates when you do not agree.






Schedule of Lectures and Topics:



TOPIC




Reading



Additional Notes/Presenters
January








(Clawson)


(additional readings/due dates)
T – 11

Introduction to the course, text, and content


SYLLABUS



What is “Geography” anway? What is “Latin America?”
Th – 13

The Regions, Places and Landscape of L.A.


Chapter 1

T – 18

Landforms & Landscapes of Latin America 


Ch. 2


Map assignment #1: Countries, Cities




Th – 20

Climate & Weather Regimes



Ch. 3
T – 25

Biomes (Natural Regions)




Ch. 4


Map assignment #2: Rivers, mountains, regions






Th – 27

Natural Hazards





integration of chapters
February

T – 1

The Americas before 1492




Ch. 7
Th – 3

Mapping indigenous diversity



Ch. 7
T – 8

Iberian Americas





Ch. 
Th – 10

Post-Colonial Roots of Latin America


5Ch. 5

 
T – 15

Race & Ethnicity in contemporary


 
Chs. 5 + 7



Th – 17

Exam 1 Discussion of materials



all previous chapters (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7)





T – 22

Latin America EXAM 1




all previous materials
Th – 24

Religion in Latin America




Ch. 9 + handout*


March  

T – 1

New religious movements in Latin America


Ch. 9 



Research Prospectus due (final)
Th – 3

Agriculture & Land Use




Ch. 10 




T – 8

SPRING BREAK - ENJOY










Th – 10

DITTO







T – 15

Land Tenure & Land Reforms



Ch. 10 



Sheridan, Intro, 
Th – 17

Ejidos in Mexico: Case Study of Cucurpe


“



Sheridan 1-5
T – 22

Ideology, Governance and Social Movements

“



Sheridan, 6-10
 
Th – 24

The struggle for resources in Latin America






Wright & Wolford, intro, 1-2
 T – 29

Social movements in Latin America 






W&W, 3-4
Th – 31 

Review for Exam 2
April

T – 5

Politics of Latin America




Clawson, Ch. 6*


GUEST SPEAKER
Th – 7

EXAM 2





all materials since exam 1 (5, 9, 10 + readings)
T – 12

Mining in Colonial L.A.




Ch. 11

Th – 14

Industrial Geography of L.A.



Ch. 11

T – 19

Urbanization of Latin America



Chs. 11-12



Th – 21

Latin American Economies



Ch. 12



Research Papers Due
T – 26

Final Exam Review




Attendance Required
Note on readings: you will note that we do not read chapter 13 from the Clawson text (other courses emphasize these aspects).

Final EXAM: Saturday April 30th, 8-10 a.m. in LBC 136.
Please note that additional readings will be posted with the revised syllabi that appear on Blackboard during the semester.  You will be advised when changes are made, via e-mail, so please check your inbox frequently.  Please keep up with not only the core text readings (third column) but also those that emphasize the special theme of the course (fourth column), and any materials assigned by your peers as part of their research prospectus. Classes are only as good as their participants!
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In addition to lectures and reading materials, videos will also be shown during the semester.  Web support for this class will begin once the roster is stable at the Blackboard site. The Blackboard pages will have the syllabus, links to other Latin Americanist websites, and descriptions of all expected assignments.  It is CRITICAL that you make use of the Blackboard site. A small, introductory session on Blackboard will be conducted during the second week of classes by the instructor to clarify resource areas of the course, and where materials are normally posted.
Syllabus posted 1.10.05. Revised 2.1.05.  EPP
The Research Prospectus and Research Paper

The prospectus is a simple document consisting of your topic and problem statement, an outline of sub-headings you plan on addressing, and a small list of sources (at the time).  These are meant to help you form your ideas early on, to get feedback from your peers, and to give me a better idea of where you are headed. These will be briefly discussed in class, with the others, during the first half of the semester. Papers are due on Thursday, April 21st, 2005 @ class-time.
· The research paper should be 15-20 pgs long, double-spaced (text), with 1” margins all around. Please use Times/Times New Roman font, and please paginate all work, including the bibliography section.  Your paper should meet these minimum guidelines:
15-20 pages of text, including 2-3 pages of bibliography. Other items are supplementary/complementary to this minimum.
· You may use maps, graphics and tables in addition to your text, if they support your text and are cited in the body of the paper.

· You must use a minimum of 10 scholarly sources (research monographs/articles) in your bibliography.  Frankly, 20-25 would be a better number, but 10 at a minimum should be from good sources (not internet articles).  

· Your paper should focus on a thematic topic addressed during the course of the semester, and may also include comparative regional examples from Latin America.  I will provide you with a list of possible ideas/topics in the second week of classes.

· You must clear the topic/coverage/chronology of your research topic with me first.  You should not just assume that it’s “OK” and then surprise me on the day papers are due.
· You should strive to include the regional, place-specific terms we will discuss, as well as the more technical concepts we cover during the course of the semester.  In other words, do not be satisfied with “communal lands in Mexico,” instead think of the term ejido.  

· Try to avoid changing topics near the end of the semester; the more work and literature review you perform early, the better off you will be towards the end. 

· I highly encourage you to consult with the Writing Center in crafting your final paper, or at the very least, to have one of your friends/peers (that you trust!) read the paper when it is nearing completion.  Electronically spell-checking a paper helps, but there is no substitute for proofing a paper, yourself.  Better yet, have a friend or trusted roommate proof it, as they will not be personally attached to it.  A final piece of advice: read your paper out loud during the final edits. If it sounds odd when you say it, it probably is!  
· Please know that I am happy to consult and help you at any stage of the research process.  I will conduct a brief “research workshop” near the beginning of the semester to help you navigate the process, and I always like reading early drafts.  
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