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LAS 301C – FALL, 2004

PRIVATE 

Mayan Culture - Section 01      MWF 11:00-11:50    308 Elizabeth Hall


Instructor: Robert Sitler, Ph.D.


Office hours: MWF 9:30 – 11:00 (or by appt.)    121 Sampson Hall    

      ( Office phone: 822-7281 (Leave voice mail)

                               or 822-7260 (Department of Modern Languages)

            Home phone:  734-7156  (Please feel free to call between 8:00 AM & 10:00 PM) 

      ( E-mail address: rsitler@stetson.edu         

Course rationale and objectives: Mayan culture has special significance for contemporary Floridians. Not only are the Maya the largest group of indigenous people living in our continent, they are also by far the most numerous group of Amerindians in the state of Florida. The tens of thousands of Maya living here came here as part of a massive immigration into the United States during the recent Guatemalan civil war. Adding to the significance of the Mayan world for Floridians is the fact that the Mayan region is physically closer to us than the entire American west. The hundreds of thousands of American tourists that visit the ancient Mayan sites and the growing importance of the Zapatista movement in neighboring Mexico add even further to the relevance of this vibrant cultural heritage.

   The Maya are widely considered to have been the preeminent pre-Columbian civilization. They developed the only true writing system in the New World and were master astronomers, mathematicians, artists and agronomists. The magnificent ruins of hundreds of major Mayan urban centers still dot the landscape of Guatemala, Mexico, Belize and Honduras. In spite of a societal "collapse" at the turn of the first millennium and catastrophic losses upon the arrival of the Spanish in the 16th century, there are more Maya alive today than at any time in their history. The current cultural revitalization movement known as the Movimiento Maya is now bringing about a renaissance in the region as contemporary Mayan authors and artists are taking center stage for the first time since the European invasion. 

Required materials: 

• González, Gaspar. A Mayan Life.

• Montejo, Victor. El Q’anil: Man of Lightning.

• Prectel, Martin. Secrets of the Talking Jaguar.

• Stanzione, Vincent. Rituals of Sacrifice
Additional key resources:

•Coe, Michael C.  The Maya.  6th ed. 

•Fischer, Edward F. and R. McKenna Brown, eds. Maya Cultural Activism in Guatemala
•González, Gaspar. Return of the Maya.

•Martin, Simon and Nikolai Grube.  Chronicle of the Maya Kings and Queens
•Menchú, Rigoberta.  I, Rigoberta Menchú

•Popol Vuh: The Definitive Edition of the Mayan Book of the Dawn of Life and the Glories 

   of Gods and Kings.  

•Schele, Linda, David Freidel and Joy Parker. Maya Cosmos.

Attendance policy:

Daily attendance and active participation in this course are vital components in the process of familiarizing yourself with the Mayan world. Through absences and/or by arriving late or unprepared to class, one unintentionally slows the learning process for fellow students by forcing the instructor into remedial work. Out of respect for your classmates, attendance and tardiness will be carefully noted and will form a major portion of your class participation grade.

Assessment policies:

Please (I beg you) note that NO MAKE-UP EXAMS ARE GIVEN and NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED except for verifiable medical and family emergencies. It may be possible to arrange in advance for variations from these policies.

Criteria for evaluation:


A. 2 exams                                        40%


B. Final exam                                    20%


C. Daily quizzes                                15%


D. Class participation                        10%   

E. Research paper abstract & 

       bibliography  (due Nov. 8)          5%


The abstract should be between 150-300 words in length. The tentative 
bibliography should include at least 5 non-Internet sources.


F. Research paper (due Nov. 29)         10%


The research paper should be between 2500-3500 words of text in length. It 
should also be prepared in accordance with the MLA Style Manual available in 
the library. 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

	MONDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	FRIDAY 

	August


	25: Introduction & regional geography (slides)

	27: VIDEO – Lost Kingdoms of the Maya

	30: Mesoamerican prehistory & the birth of Mayan culture


	September 1: Core cultural patterns of the Classic Maya

	3:  

	6: 


	8: 

	10: 

	13: 


	15: Creation mythology and Mayan astronomy

	17: Mayan hieroglyphic writing and numbers (handout)


	20: The Mayan calendar systems
	22: Images of the Mayan Classic Period (slide lecture)
	24: The Mayan “collapse,” the Spanish invasion & Mayan revolts


	27: Popol Vuh (packet)

	29: Popol Vuh (packet)

	October 1: TEST 1


	4: Mayan folk tales

	6: El Q’anil: Man of Lightning

	8: NO CLASS – Professor at conference


	11: El Q’anil: Man of Lightning
	13: Mayan childcare

	15: Mayan community

	18: Maya and nature

	20: Death and ancestors

	22: Mayan spirituality

	25: “A Mayan Life”
	27:  “A Mayan Life”

	29:  “A Mayan Life”


	November 1: TEST 2

	 3: Contemporary Maya (slide lecture)
	5: The Guatemalan civil war



	8: Rigoberta Menchú (packet) ABSTRACT & BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE

	10:  VIDEO – “The Survivors”

	12: “Rituals of Sacrifice”



	15:  “Rituals of Sacrifice”

	17: “Rituals of Sacrifice”
	19: “Rituals of Sacrifice”


	22: “Secrets of the Talking Jaguar”
	24: “Secrets of the Talking Jaguar”
	26: NO CLASS - Thanksgiving



	29: “Secrets of the Talking Jaguar” RESEARCH PROJECT DUE
	December 1: “Secrets of the Talking Jaguar”


	3:  “Death in a Mayan market” (packet)


	December  6:  Current trends: revitalization, neo-Zapatistas, globalization, 2012
	8: Selected student presentations & conclusions
	


