4
3

SH 306C - SPRING, 2004
Survey of Spanish American Civilization - Section 01


M  W  12:00-1:15    223 Sampson Hall

Instructor: Dr. Robert Sitler


Office hours: M W F  8:30-10:00 (or by appt.)    121 Sampson Hall    

 (
Office phone: 822-7281 (Leave voice mail if I don’t answer)


                  or 822-7260 (Office of Department of Foreign Languages)

            Home phone: 734-7156  (Please feel free to call between 8:00 AM & 10:00 PM) 

   (    E-mail address: rsitler@stetson.edu (rsitler from any Stetson network computer)      


Course web site: http://www.stetson.edu/~rsitler/306C/   (note that “C” is capital letter)

Course description and objectives: 


SH 306C is an introduction to the history and cultures of the Spanish-speaking countries of the Americas from Pre-Columbian times to the present. It examines the region’s political and intellectual history, geography, literature and arts. The course features an examination of Amerindian cultures as well as an analysis of Hispanic cultures in the United States. The class is taught in Spanish with readings in both Spanish and English. The course lectures and readings are complemented by extensive use of videos in both languages.

The primary goal of this course is to develop student knowledge, familiarity and understanding of our Latin American neighbors’ rich cultural heritage including its indigenous and African components. Students will gain an understanding of the relationship between Latin American cultural perspectives and the resulting practices and cultural products. At the same time, they will gain an enhanced awareness of the concept of culture in general through comparison of their own heritage with the varied expressions of culture in Latin America.
Required materials: 

  (    (Fox, Arturo A.  Latinoamérica: Presente y pasado.  2nd ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: 



Prentice Hall, 2003.

Suggestions for additional materials and resources:

See the excellent chapter-specific bibliography on pages 339-353 in the main text.

Attendance policy:

Daily attendance and active participation in this course are vital components in developing your understanding of the Latin American world. Through absences and/or by arriving late or unprepared to class, one unintentionally might slow the learning processes of fellow students by forcing the instructor into remedial work. Out of respect for your classmates, attendance and tardiness will be carefully noted and will form a major portion of your class participation grade.

Assessment policies:

Please (I beg you) understand that NO MAKE-UP EXAMS ARE GIVEN and NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED except for verifiable medical and family emergencies. It may be possible to arrange in advance for variations from these policies.

Criteria for evaluation:


            A. 3 exams                       45%


B. Final examination       20%  



C. 4 news summaries      10%


D. Class participation     10%


E. Research project         15%

A. 3 exams (45%)


Three major tests will be given during the semester. Each 100 point test may include:

questions taken directly from the section at the end of each text chapter entitled “Preguntas sobre la lectura,” an essay focused on recent events in the Latin American country assigned to you, identification of key people and entities featured in the text or discussed in class, a map exercise, and/or a selection of essay questions.

B. Final examination (20%)


The final exam will be identical in structure to the 3 previous exams (as outlined above) and be administered from 4:00-6:00 on Tuesday, May 4. It will be somewhat comprehensive in nature but will very strongly emphasize the material covered after the third exam. 

C. 4 on-line newspaper summaries (10%)


Each student will be assigned to follow the news events in a particular country of Latin America using on-line newspapers. These newspapers can be accessed at our course web site: http://www.stetson.edu/~rsitler/306C/ (note that the “C” is upper case). Simply click on the words “Periódicos latinoamericanos.”  Be prepared to turn in a 200-300 word analysis every 4 weeks (typed on computer in Spanish) of what you feel is one of the most significant news events in your country during the past several weeks. Your analysis should focus on exploring, to the extent that you are able, the historical and cultural context of the news story rather than simply recounting the event. In other words, what events led up to this story and what is particularly Latin American about the event?  These analyses should be turned in on the dates marked on the Plan Tentativo del Curso with the symbol (.  Please be sure to turn in a copy of the article itself stapled to your analysis.

D. Class participation (10%)


This grade is primarily based on regular attendance in class as well as meaningful and active participation in class discussions. 

E. Research project (15%)


Each student will write an original research paper of between 2500-3500 words in length (Most computer software allows you to check your word count easily). Your topic should focus on a cultural, historical, social, or political theme involving the same country to which you have been assigned for analysis of news events. You must have your topic approved by the course instructor by March 10. A 150-250 word abstract (a brief description of your research project) and a preliminary bibliography for your paper is due by March 22 (this will form 5% of your course grade). The final draft of the project, which makes up 10% of your course grade, is due by April 21. 

Suggestions and special features of the course

( The syllabus and all on-line aspects of the course can be accessed on our course web site:

   http://www.stetson.edu/~rsitler/306C/.

( You are encouraged to contact me with your questions and concerns at any point in the course       by e-mail. My address is:

   rsitler@stetson.edu

( You should take detailed notes during all films and videos

( The showings of feature length films (películas) will extend beyond the official class period. If       you can, you are encouraged to stay to watch the film in its entirety in a single sitting. If you          cannot stay late, the remaining portion of the film will remain available in the Sampson Hall          language lab for one week after the original showing date.
PLAN TENTATIVO DEL CURSO
	LUNES
	MIERCOLES
	LUNES
	MIERCOLES

	Enero  

	14 Introducción


	19 No hay clase

	21 Película y discusión: “From the Heart of the World”
Las grandes civilizaciones precolombinas (I)

	26  Las grandes civilizaciones precolombinas (I)
	28 Las grandes civilizaciones precolombinas (I)
(    

	Febrero 2 Las grandes civilizaciones precolombinas (II)

	4 Europa en la época del descubrimiento

	9 Examen 1
	11 La conquista de la América Hispana


	16 Película: “The Mission”
	18 La conquista de la América Hispana


	23 El sistema colonial
	25 Sociedad, vida y cultura en el mundo colonial 
(
	Vacaciones

de primavera
	Vacaciones

	Marzo 8 El siglo XIX: La independencia y sus consecuencias

	10 El siglo XIX: La independencia y sus consecuencias
	15 Examen 2
	17 Latinoamérica a vista de pájaro
    

	22 El siglo XX Panorama latinoamericano
	24 La escena cultural hasta la Segunda Guerra Mundial

(
	29 La escena cultural desde la Segunda Guerra Mundial


	31 
Examen 3

	Abril 5 Centroamérica y México
	7 Centroamérica y México
	12 Película: “Romero
	14 El área del Caribe


	19 La Hispanoamérica andina
	21 Los países del cono sur

(

	26 Película: “El norte”
	28 Los hispanos en los Estados Unidos


