
 
 

 
International Financial Statistics:   
   How to Search It on the Web 
 

I. International Financial Statistics and Getting t o It on the Web 
 
 
NOTE: You must be connected to Stetson's Network in order to access any of the 
Library's subscription databases (International Financial Statistics is a subscription 
database). If you are not working from a campus-connected computer, you will have to 
enter the network through a proxy server.  
 

Off-Campus Database Access:  
Use Stetson Outlook/Network Name & Password 

Click here for details: http://stetson.edu/library/offcampus.php. 
 

 
Produced by the International Monetary Fund, International Financial Statistics (IFS) is a 
standard source of international statistics on all aspects of international and domestic 
finance. It reports, for most countries of the world, current data needed in the analysis of 
problems of international payments and of inflation and deflation, i.e., data on exchange 
rates, international liquidity, international banking, money and banking, interest rates, 
prices, production, international transactions, government accounts, and national 
accounts.  
 
The IFS database contains time series data as far back as 1945 (dates will vary for 
different series and different countries). The user can browse the database, select series 
of interest, display the selected series in a spreadsheet format, and save the selected 
series for transfer to other software systems, such as Microsoft Excel®.  The IFS 
database contains approximately 32,000 time series covering more than 200 countries 
and areas and includes all series appearing on the IFS Country Pages; exchange rate 
series for all Fund member countries, plus Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles; major 
Fund accounts series; and most other world, area, and country series from the IFS 
World Tables. 
 
The Country, World, and Commodity Prices Tables, as presented in the monthly printed 
copy of IFS, are available as selection options. The Economic Concept View provides a 
cross-country view of the concepts in IFS by individual or groups of countries.   
 
The Library also receives in paper the International Financial Statistics Yearbook:   
Ref. HG3881 .I626. 

Patricia Nuzzaci  
September 2009 



 
Go to the Library’s Full-Text Databases and Indexes page 
http://www.stetson.edu/library/databases.php. 
 
In the alphabetical listing of all databases along the right-hand side of the screen, click 
on International Financial Statistics 
 

 
  II. Browsing the IFS Directory Tree 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The IFS Directory Tree includes Country Tables, World Tables, Commodity Prices, and 
Economic Concept View.  These appear as yellow round or folder icons on the Browse 
screen. 
 
The IFS Directory Tree is browsed using an expanding tree mechanism. Initially, only the 
first level of the directory hierarchy is displayed. Any item signified with an open file 
folder can be further expanded by double clicking it, which will cause the next level of the 
tree for this item to be displayed beneath it, and so on, for each level in the tree.  
  
Clicking on the round, yellow icon will cause a selection box to the right of the tree 
display to be filled with a list of time series, from which individual time series or groups of 
series may be selected. To select more than one country and/or series you can, in 
certain instances, hold down the Control (CTRL) key and move up and down with your 
directional keys or mouse to select additional items. 
 
SECTIONS OF THE IFS DIRECTORY TREE 
 
Country Tables  
The Country Tables of the International Financial Statistics (IFS) provide access to time 
series for a particular country through a collection of tables.  Often, the relationship 
among individual series can be inferred from the table; for example, indentation is 
typically used to indicate that a group of series are components of a summary series. 
Not all tables exist for all countries, and generally the contents of any particular table 
differs from country to country. The Country Table selection supports the retrieval of 
either the entire table or selected series from the table. 
 
Series may include the following (not all series are available for all countries): Exchange 
Rate; Fund Position; International Liquidity; Monetary Authorities; Banking Institutions; 
Banking Survey; Deposit Money Banks; Monetary Survey; Interest Rates; Prices, 
Production, and Labor; International Transactions and Positions; Balance of Payments; 
International Investment Position; Government Finance; National Accounts; Population. 
 
See below for instructions on how to search this section. 
 
World Tables 
Series may include the following (not all series are available for all countries): Exchange 
Rates; International  Monetary Fund Accounts; Foreign Exchange; Total Reserves 
(minus gold); Gold (million fine Troy ounces); Total Reserves; Money, International 



Interest Rates; Consumer Prices; Exports; Imports; Industrial Production; Export Unit 
Values; Import Unit Values. 
 
After selecting a subsection of World Tables, a specific country or countries may be 
selected. 
 
See below for instructions on how to search this section. 
 
 
Commodity Prices Tables 
There are two tables associated with the Commodity Prices. The first is Market Prices 
and Unit Values which represents data that are the market prices reported on the 
country pages for important commodities traded internationally, in units of quantity 
frequently used in the respective commodity markets, expressed in U.S. dollars.  Indices 
of Market Prices and Unit Values, the second table, represents the same data expressed 
as indices. 
 
See below for instructions on how to search this section. 
 
  
Economic Concept View 
The Economic Concept View provides a high-level summary of the data contained in 
IFS. This view allows the retrieval of similar concepts across a number of countries, to 
the extent that data for the same concept exist. Due to differences in the way countries 
define and compile statistics, not all concepts are fully comparable across all countries. 
 
Series include the following: Exchange Rate; IMF Accounts; International Liquidity; 
Monetary Authorities; Deposit Money Banks; Monetary Survey; Other Banking 
Institutions and Nonbank Financial Institutions; Banking Survey and Financial Data; 
National Definitions of Money; Interest Rates; Prices, Production, and Labor; 
International Transactions; Balance of Payments; International Investment Position; 
Government Finance; National Accounts; Population. 
 
See below for instructions on how to search this section. 
 
 
CHANGING THE RETRIEVAL PERIOD SETTING 
 
To change the frequency or period of data observations that are to be retrieved, click on 
the Retrieval Period Change button in the upper left corner under the Browser button 
indicated by the arrow below. 
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The dialog box that appears contains fields for single or multiple frequency settings and 
will expand to display additional boxes for high or low frequency, start period and year, 
and end period and year.   
  
To select a retrieval period containing dates of only a single frequency, make sure the 
Single Frequency setting is selected, select the desired frequency, and then adjust start 
and end periods and years accordingly. Valid frequencies include annual, quarterly, and 
monthly.  
 
To select a retrieval period containing dates of more than one frequency, click on the 
Multiple Frequency setting. The retrieval period dialog will expand to include additional 
boxes for specifying the order of the dates and to display the period setting for each 
frequency. For each frequency of dates to be included in the retrieval period, select the 
desired frequency, start and end period, and years as noted above.  
  
Simply click on the Next button to enter each desired frequency and then be sure to click 
on Save at the end of your selections. 
  
The Freq. Order setting determines whether dates will be arrayed from Low to High 
frequency (e.g., annual, quarterly, and monthly) or High to Low (e.g., monthly, quarterly, 



and annual). By default, dates are arranged by frequency, starting with the lowest 
frequency, e.g. annual. 
 
  
TO SEARCH COUNTRY TABLES, WORLD TABLES, COMMODITY P RICES,  
OR ECONOMIC CONCEPT VIEW 
 
On the left-hand side of the Browse Screen, click on the desired icon, as indicated by the 
arrow below.  Each icon may search slightly differently, but the overall process is the 
same. 
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Please Select A Country:   
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Anguilla
Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Armenia
Aruba
Australia
Austria  

 
Continue

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
Choose the subsection you are interested in from the left side of the screen.   
 
Then make the desired choices from the right side of the screen by highlighting the 
desired series, checking the appropriate boxes next to the desired series, or choosing 
the check all items (� ) (indicated by an arrow in the figure below). 
 
 



  
 
If you made individual choices either by highlighting or checking the boxes next to 
individual series, click on the Add Series (+) (indicated with an arrow in the figure below). 
 
 



 
 
If you chose to mark individual series, a separate box will now come up that lists all the 
series you have currently selected.  You may delete unwanted series at this time.  Close 
this box by clicking on the Close X , indicated by the arrow below. 
 
You can always see what series you have selected by clicking on the magnifying glass 
symbol at the top right of the screen. 
 

 
 



 
If you chose individual series, now you are able to save or view the information by 
clicking on the blue Series Retrieve button on the far right portion of the Online screen 
(indicated by the arrow in the figure below).   
 
If you chose all items (� ), click on the blue Series Retrieve button in the far right part of 
the screen (indicated by the arrow in the figure below). 
 



 
 
After clicking on the blue Series Retrieve button, choose what Output Format you desire 
and name your file, as indicated in the figure below. 
 



 
Click on the Series Retrieve button  again.  You will see a list of recently-generated 
files. Then click on the File name you wish to view or download (save).  
 
If you chose HTML or Tab Delimited as the Output Format, you will view the actual data 
in the file.  You can use your browser's file>print/save as functions to print or save the 
data. 



 
If you chose Comma Separated or Excel as the Output Format, a grey File Download 
box should come up.  From that, choose if you want to open (view) the file or save it to a 
disk or to a hard drive.  If you choose Save, you will be asked to name the file again and 
where you want to save it (on what drive). 
  
 
Retrieving an Entire Table 
Once you have expanded the directory tree of the Country Tables, World Tables, or 
Commodity Prices views, the Selection Table Retrieve button is shown in blue 
(indicating it is available).  
 
Clicking on this button will cause an entire table to be selected. For certain topical areas, 
such as balance of payments and government finance statistics, the table frames (e.g., 
country pages) include the full list of possible concepts for the topic. This does not mean 
that all concepts listed in the table exist for every country.  When a table is retrieved, 
there may be rows for which only the time series code and table descriptor exist; this 
means that the time series does not exist for the country selected. 
 
Now you are able to save or view the information by clicking on the blue Selection Table 
Retrieve.   
 
After clicking on the blue Selection Table Retrieve button, choose what Output Format 
you desire and name your file. 
 
Click on the Selection Table Retrieve button again.  Then click on the File name you 
wish to view or download (save).   
 
If you chose HTML or Tab Delimited as the Output Format, you will view the actual data 
in the file.  You can use your browser's file>print/save as functions to print or save the 
data. 
 
If you chose Comma Separated or Excel as the Output Format, a grey File Download 
box should come up.  From that choose if you want to open (view) the file or save it to a 
disk or to a hard drive.  If you choose Save, you will be asked to name the file again and 
where you want to save it (on what drive). 
  
 
 
III. Using the Search Mode 
 
Searching the IFS Database Using Time Series  
 
NOTE: Not all requested data are retrieved.  If some of the data that were requested are 
not retrieved within the spreadsheet, check the Frequency and Period Setting.  It may be 
that the requested series in the database does not exist for the requested frequency, or 
if it does exist at the requested frequency, does not exist for the requested period. A 
blank in these fields means that the series does not exist at this frequency.   
 



·  To Search the IFS database using time series (time series names),  click on the 
Search button.  

 
·  Select the desired country, subject, and/or partner country from the drop-down 

list.  
 

·  Click on Search button to return a list of time series matching specifications.  
 

·  Select the desired series within the list of found series.  
 

·  Click on Add (+) to add the series to the Currently Selected Series box.  

·  A separate box with those series you've chosen should appear.  Click on Close X 
to close that box. 

 
·  Now you are able to save or view the information by clicking on the blue Series 

Retrieve button on the far right portion of the Online screen.   
 

·  After clicking on the blue Series Retrieve button, choose what Output Format you 
desire and name your file.  

 
·  Click on the Series Retrieve button again.  Then click on the File name you wish 

to view or download (save).   
 

·  If you chose HTML or Tab Delimited as the Output Format,  you will view the 
actual data in the file.  You can use your browser's file>print/save as functions to 
print or save the data.  

 
·  If you chose Comma Separated or Excel as the Output Format, a grey File 

Download box should come up.  From that choose if you want to open (view) the 
file or save it to a disk or to a hard drive.  If you choose Save, you will be asked 
to name the file again and where you want to save it (on what drive).  

 
 
 
IV. More on Options and Output Formats 
 
 

Retrieval Options 
A number of options are available to control the selection of data. To access any of the 
options, click on the blue Options button. 
 
Recent Downloads Icon 
By selecting the Recent Downloads Icon (open folder) in the far right corner of the 
Browse screen (indicated by the arrow in the picture below), the user is able to see a list 
of the data recently retrieved using this program.  
 
Below is an example of what information appears when the Recent Downloads icon is 
clicked. 



 
 You can re-use any of the recent downloads without having to re-search them. 
 
 

.  
 



By selecting the “Show Selected Series” button , which is the magnifying glass  
indicated by an arrow above, you can verify what Series you have chosen for your 
output.  This item is always visible.  You may delete any items or add any items at any 
time during your session. 
  
Additional Output Information 
The output structure is based on the browser interface selections and options, and is 
displayed using one of the chosen file forms (comma separated value, Excel, HTML, or 
tab delimited). The metadata items precede the time series observations and are based 
on the defaults plus any additional metadata fields specified from the Options button.  
 
For certain topical areas, such as balance of payments and government finance 
statistics, the table frames (e.g., country pages) include the full list of possible concepts 
for the topic.  This does not mean that all concepts listed in the table exist for every 
country.  When a table is retrieved, there may be rows for which only the time series 
code and table descriptor exist; this means that the time series does not exist for the 
country selected. 
 
Downloading PDF Versions of the IFS 
IFS Online allows users to download Country Table and World Table documents in PDF 
format (see arrow below).   
 
The directories are broken down by months for the Country and World Tables.  
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Animated tutorials demonstrating the protocols for series selection , search , options  
and output format  are available.  Links to the tutorials are located under the IMF banner 
and tabs (see arrow below). 
 



 
 
V. Citing Data from this Database 
 
The following are suggestions only.  Check with your professor to see if there are more 
specific guidelines for citing data from electronic databases that he/she would like you to 
follow. 
 
Following a modified American Psychological Associa tion Style and Chicago 
Manual of Style: 
 
Works Cited Page 
 
International Financial Statistics (IFS).  Country Tables, Aruba, Exchange Rates, Official 
Rates, File 314..AA.ZF…July 2005 [Data File].  Washington, D.C.: International 
Monetary Fund. 
 
In Text Citation 
 
If several series from IFS are used, give as much info as necessary to distinguish this 
citation from others from the same source: 
(International Financial Statistics, Country Tables, Aruba, Exchange Rates, Official 
Rates, File 314..AA.ZF…July 2005) 
 
If only one series from IFS is used: 
(International Financial Statistics, 2005) 
 
The Chicago Manual of Style  would add the date accessed in parenthesis at the end of 
the citation in the Works Cited list: 
International Financial Statistics (IFS).  Country Tables, Aruba, Exchange Rates, Official 
Rates, File 314..AA.ZF…July 2005 [Data File].  Washington, D.C.: International 
Monetary Fund (accessed July 14, 2005). 
 
 
Following a Modern Language Association (MLA) Style : 
 
Works Cited Page: 
 
"Country Tables, Aruba, Exchange Rates, Official Rates, File 314..AA.ZF… July 2005." 
International Financial Statistics. Web. 14 July 2005. 
 
In Text Citation: 
 
If several series from IFS are used, give as much info as necessary to distinguish this 
citation from others from the same source.  Example: 
(International Financial Statistics, Country Tables, Aruba, Exchange Rates, Official 
Rates, File 314..AA.ZF…July 2005) 
 
If only one series from IFS is used: 
(International Financial Statistics) 



 
 
Plagiarism 
 
A basic characteristic of scholarly work is citing the sources used or referred to or borrowed 
from.  It is academic dishonesty to use ideas from (even if you put them in different words), 
paraphrase, or quote from someone else’s work without acknowledging the other source. 
 
If you use someone else’s work—their words, ideas, art  work, music, Web pages, 
software, or some other expression—you must acknowledge the author or creator.  Failure 
to do so is an unethical practice called plagiarism.  Stetson has an official policy regarding 
plagiarism in the Student Code of Conduct. 
 
For more information on plagiarism and how to avoid it, go to the following sites: 
 
https://my.hamilton.edu/academics/resource/wc/Using_Sources.PDF  
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml   
http://plagiarism.umf.maine.edu//   
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/   
 
Style Manuals 
 
To avoid plagiarism, writers, musicians, web page designers, and others need to 
acknowledge where they got their ideas, quotes, music, or images.  There are conventional 
forms of acknowledging that you have used someone else’s work.  There are different 
forms of citation for many academic disciplines.  In other words, each discipline has its own 
preferred way of citing sources.  Many disciplines have published their preferred citation 
conventions in what is called a style manual or style guide. 
 
In citing any source (book, journal article, government document, Web site, whatever), be 
sure you have the following relevant elements for your notes and bibliography or works 
cited page: 
 

1. Author.  This may be an individual person, a government agency, a department 
within a larger entity (for example, the Sociology Department at a university), or a 
business. 

2. Title of the journal article, newspaper article, chapter from a book, government 
document, or Web site AND title of the journal, newspaper, or book 

3. Name of electronic database (if the article was retrieved through a database on the 
Web) 

4. URL to Web site (when using the MLA style, the URL is not necessary unless 
your instructor requires it) 

5. Date of publication or date last visited on the Web 
6. Volume number and issue number if the material is from a magazine, newspaper, 

or scholarly journal 
7. Pages of the journal article or book 

 
If what you need to cite does not fall into any of these categories, check with your professor 
as to what information you will need to properly acknowledge the source. 
 


