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How to Use the WorldCat Database 
 
 

I. What is WorldCat ? 
 
WorldCat is the world’s largest library catalog.  Produced and maintained by the 
Online Computer Library Center, a non-profit membership organization based in 
Ohio, WorldCat is an enormous catalog of thousands of library catalogs, including 
cataloging records of the Library of Congress.  This database does not provide full-
text.  Instead, it offers full cataloging (bibliographic) records for more than 100 million 
books, government documents, musical scores and recording, maps, videos, and 
other information formats.  WorldCat also serves as the interlibrary loan mechanism 
for its 70,000 member libraries. 
 
 
 
 

II. Why Use WorldCat ? 
 
If you want to know what books have been published on any subject, in any 
language, anywhere in the world, WorldCat will help you identify them.  And, for 
each book or other item in this database, codes are attached to the cataloging 
record, indicating which libraries hold the book.   
 
Example: after searching WebCat, the duPont-Ball Library’s catalog, to see what 
books are held here on your subject, you can then search WorldCat and greatly 
expand your information reach.  If the item you find on WorldCat appears to be 
particularly useful for your research, you can then generate an interlibrary loan 
request while in the database.  Not all items listed in the database can be requested, 
but most can.  For any item listed in WorldCat and also held at Stetson, a note is 
provided in the database record. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

III. Searching WorldCat 
 

To search WorldCat, click on “Databases” from the Library’s homepage.  Then scroll 
to the end of the database list and click on the database.   
 
 

 
 

 
 



The initial search screen for the database offers many ways to focus and limit your 
search, which is especially important, given the number of records in the database.  
Keyword searching, although necessary in some cases, is often the least efficient 
way in this database to find what you need.  A good approach is to enter the same 
Subject Headings you have used—or noted—when doing your search for books in 
WebCat, the Stetson Library’s catalog.   
 

 
 
To get help on the appropriate Subject Headings which might be useful to you, click 
on “Expert Search” near the top of the initial search screen.  Then, click on 
“Subjects” at the left side of the screen for appropriate terms.  Another way to focus 
your search is to limit to just the last few years—e.g. from 2005 to the current year. 
 
 

 
 



 
For tips and examples on searching for two or more concepts or terms (Boolean 
searching), word variants, and adjacent terms, at the bottom of the screen which 
comes up when you select “Expert Search” are brief examples, with the  ?  icon 
which you can click for more information. 
 

 
 
 

IV. Printing Records from WorldCat 
 
As with other databases, use the Print function built into the database, rather than 
the Internet Explorer print function.  The WorldCat print icon is at the top left of the 
screen. 
 

 
 

 



 

V.  Using WorldCat for Interlibrary Loan 
 

A convenient feature of the database is the interlibrary loan request function. 
If you locate a book or other item of interest and you would like the duPont 
Ball Library to request it from another library, the procedure is easy to follow.  
Note the Interlibrary Loan icon at the top left of the screen which has the full 
record for a book of interest. 
 

 
 
 
 
Click on the icon and then complete the information requested on the online form.  
You “Patron ID” is your 800 Student ID number.  For “Date Needed” enter a date at 
least two weeks from the present.  The books will be requested immediately and 
may, in fact, arrive from another library in just a few days.  
 
You will be notified by email when the book is available to you at the Circulation 
Desk for checkout. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

VI. Saving Your Searches on WorldCat 
 
At no cost to you, you can set up a personal account on WorldCat to save your 
searches and return to them at any time.   
 
At the initial search screen, or on other screens as you are doing your search and 
looking at cataloging records, click on the button at the top right “My Account.” 
 
You will then be linked to a page enabling you to set a up a personal account with 
your own password. 
 

 
 
 

VII. Getting Help with WorldCat 
 
WorldCat is a powerful database and can lead you to many resources beyond the 
Library at Stetson.  Using it efficiently can make an important difference in your 
research, particularly for upper-division classes and Senior Projects.  If you need 
assistance in developing a search strategy or accessing records in the database, 
discuss your search with one of the librarians or staff members at the Reference 
Services Desk, call the Desk at 386-822-7188, or click on Ask-A-Librarian 
(http://stetson.edu/library/contact_askalibrarian.php) 
 at the left side of the Library’s homepage for email assistance. 

 
 


