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Introductory Note

- On various occasions it has been suggested that I write
tory of John B, Stetson University. The following ac-
'ﬁt‘of Beckgrounds and Beginnings mey be considered the
itial chepter of such an undertsking, whether—or not the
*ﬁﬁmstances shall permit continuaticn.

Immediately upcen graduaticn from the University of Roch-
er in 1888, I was appointed to the position of Latin and

, and custcdian of the infant library in DeLand Academy,
gsident Forbes being the brother of my Greek professor, and
lochester men having been on the DelLand faculty the pre-
year. My connection with the institution has not been
ther continuous, but it hes included over forty yeers
my life.,

' The Florida which I first saw could not heve bsen very
ent frcm what it was at the flPSt opening of the Acad—
uiny five years before. I, of course, had personal con=
with some cf those whc have been here years before my
rival, and from them I leerned much regarding previcus sit-
s and events. Freedom from error cennct be expected,

t sincere effort hes been mede that all statements of fact
lmpartially based on authentic evidence, whether from ~

idividusls or from available records and publications,
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CHAPTER T

Backgrounds and Beginnings

The initial incident leading to the founding of the in-

jitution now known as John B. Stetson University and the

ty in which it is located was the visit to Florida in 1876

f Mr, ﬁenry A. Deland, of Fairport, New York, a successful
usinessman and prominent Baptist layman,

 In dealing with the backgrounds and beginnings of the
nstitution, it may be of interest to consider not only the

n prominently concerned, but the locality. DeLand became
ﬁ&caunty seat of Volusia County, and Volusia County posses-
gs to an exceptional degree what, to a ceftain extent, is

ue of Florida in general, Here we find in striking contrast
ie 0ld and the new, the scenes of some of the earliest events

' American history and a wide range of undeveloped country.

als was particularly true when Mr. Deland came in 1876, Vo-

le west by the St. John's River and on the east by the Atlan-

ic Ocean, Not only are the respective margins of exceptional

{éreét and attfact1Veness,-but even with the limits of Vo-

sla County they are the scenes of centuries of romantic and

agic historic events.,

The St. John's 1s one of the world's most beautiful riv-
While it lacks the lofty shores of the Rhine and the

on, 1t -has compensating charms. As one familiar with it

gads Longfellow's description of the Mississippl as traversed

fﬁ»aﬁgeline, he feels that much of the detail applies to
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s broad stretches of the St. John's as seen in the northern
art of Volusia County and a little farther south as the nar-
wer stream twists and bends between picturesque banks covered
fh varied vine draped semi-tropical foliage, he feels that
guage 1is hafdly adequate to suggest its beauty.

_ The enthusiastic naturalist Bartram in his volume Travels,
blished in Philadelphia in 1781, gives a detailed account of
3 solitary row-boat trip up the St. John's in 1774 over a
pdred years before the arrival of Mr. DelLand. To one inter-
fed in Volusia County it is of special interest to follow,
;&Zby step his deta%led description of the river from Lake
orge at the north and west corner of the county down to what
th 1ittle or no doubt was Lake Beresford only a few miles

o DeLand, Bartram's primary interest is botanical, and

om him we learn in detail the vast variety of plant life
ural to the region; but he does not neglect animal life
nd we are introduced to a series 1ncluding'masquitoes, deer,
ars, and twenty foot alligators.

[ A few miles further would have taken him into Lake Monroe
It?e southwest corner of the county, the point that marked
e head of the navigation up the river. Incidentally, it is
y that changes in our transportation system have caused
scontinuance of the regular steam boat service up the St.
ohn's, In connection with his visit.at Beresford, Bartram
ives a detailed description of what seems to have been Blue
prings to which his host, a British planter, conveyed him.

here dre at least three springs of this sort in Volusia County,




gnd one near Lake Monroe. They all could be described in

omewhat similar terms, Some of Bartram's characterizations

re as follows: "Alvast fouﬁtain of warm or rather hot min-
ral water, which issued from a ridge or bank on the river in
‘great cove or bay--1t bolls up in great force, forming im-
ediately a vast circular basin capacious enough for several
hallops tq ride in,and runs with rapidity into the river.

als creek which is formed instantly by this admirable foun-
jain is wide and deep enough for a sloop to sail up in to
_@fbgsin.“ The perfect transparency, unpleasant odor and
luish tint of the-water is also mentioned. 2
These.springs, which constitute one of the most strik-
ng natural features of Florida result from the fractures of
mfrock ceilings and subterraneous streams, flowing south-
ard from higher elevations. Up through these fractures pour
remendous floods. DelLeon Springs, only a few miles north-
gst of Deland, pours forth a volume capable of propelling a

undershot water wheel. The power produced has, at var-

g an electric motor to furnish light for the surrounding
rk, This place has historic as well as physical interest
gven if we discard the dubious legends that have grown up
jout it. The huge old chimney and the row of brick furnace
‘thes, evidently used for making sugar naturally take us
¢k to the periocd of early British occupation,

An item bearing on the history of the region 1s the ref-

;w'timesgbeen'utiliZed to_bperate machinery, the latest- be- g
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erence to numerous mature orange groves. At least a dozen

such groves are mentioned in connection with Bartram's trip
south of Lake George, and an island.in that lake is said to
be one entire orange grove. As the Britiéh had taken over
Florida only eleven years previous to Bartram's trip, and as
British planters are regretfully spoken of as clearing away
the groves, they must have anteceded British occupancy. Is
it possible that there had been Spanish settlers up the St.
John's or had the Indians obtained the seed of the plants

from the early Spanish missionaries? Bartram also mentions

a grove of almost incredible extent in the New Smyrna section.
fhere is little question that the lower St. John's was

explored very early. In 156l Fort Cafoline, called the "irst

Christian seitlement within the borders of the United States"

was founded by the French Huguenots a few miles above the

mouth of the St. John's. Just how far these explorations

- extended is uncertain, but they may have reached the border
of Volusia County.

An early Spanish king is recorded as directing an explo-
ration of the sources of the St. John's, . When-we consider
'how.eafl& the moutn of the river was known and what a ma jor
neans of access the St. John's offered to tne interior of
Florida, and how important it was to know to what goals it
led, it becomes probable that its exploration was even more
extensive and detailed than available records indicate. As
We have seen; the numerous orange groves which Bartram found °*

2long the river soon after the arrival of the British would
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ndicate if not the early presence of Spaniesrds, at least
heir influence, thrcugh missions, upcn the Indisns,

When we turn to the eestern margin of Volusie County we
Ind ncteworthy elements of physicel end historical interest.
The northeast corner of the county is only sbout forty
fﬁﬁ_south of St. Augustine; and the southeast ccrner still
fﬁr miles north of Cape ansveral; ean early Spenish Americsn
lstory abounds in references to those two placés and the in-
rvening region. _

Pﬁfsically, the eesstern mergin 1s distinctive. The beach
.%?hct skirt the meinland, but is along narrow strips of

and, peninsulas or 1élsnds seperated from the mainland by

%es of water, which, frcm their form and proportions are
radoxicelly called rivers instesd of sounds. Formerly they

known 2s ncrth and scuth Mosquite Inlets, while Halifeax

er and Indian River heve repleced the earlier names cf the

The broad, streight herd beach nesr the present Deytona

st be distinctive for it hes been used in recent yeers in-

perceced By the shcre cf the Utah Salt Lake.

The history of eestern Volusia includes two contrasting
ups of events: twc hundred yeers of Spanish missicnary
lvity, and three hundred yeers zbounding in varied warfare.
Frem the very beginning of the Spanish occupetion of
rida, missionary friers were brcught with the professed

1 6o Christianize and civilize the Indiaens. However, in-

tionslly as the plece for automebile speed contests, now
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stent governcrs at meny times may have been in practical

hasis of this aim,it wes constasntly professed, and the

ry of the missicns ebound in accounts cf heroic sscri-

s and numerous martyrdoms,

- The Jesults were not very successful in this secticn and

fared their activities further south and north. The

gatest success was with the Franciscens. Geiger in his "The

anciscan Conquest of Floride" claims that before the landing

jQYmﬁuth Rock, Florida Indians had been taught to read,

e, and sing. At one point reference im made to six thou-

Christien Indians.

It 1s difficult to reccgnize place names in the Spenish

¢cords. The éenter of the missionary wcrk wes St. Augustine,

om wnich it extended tc the ncrth, the west, snd the south,

i ere repestedly tcld thet it involved the entire region

em St. Augustine to Cepe Canaversl, which; of coursses, would

lelude Volusiz County. The region of the Indien River is

gquently mentioned. Granted that it 1s in error to regerd

8 ruins at New Smyrna as belonging to egn early Spenish mis-

it is-still not improbable tha; SO fan:ablé ;_Hlaée

§ a2 center of miésionary activity; and the extensive orange

Poves which Bartrem reported having there at just about the
le of the British occupaticn would seem to indicste Spenish

tivity. Maps indicate thet there was a mission center nesr

e northwestern cecrner of the present Volusig'Ccunty, the

xact location of which center 1s not known,

Gelger's volume, a doctor's thesis on "The Franciscan
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lest of Floride," cleims thet Spanish missionary activity,
ich began almost at the beginning of Spenish occupation was
gontinued success untll Florida wes taken over by the English.
One may questicn whether any part of the United States has
gen the scene of more varied and more numercus armed cenflicts
an has the esstern cosst of Florida. From the Spenish attack
the French Huguenots at Fort Csroline near the mcuth of the
P John's on to clashes during the Civil War in 1862 and 1863,
:'Qlorida east coast has witnessed clash after clash., French,
enish, Indian, Dutch, British, and the United States forces
¥e been involved. Much has centered arcund St. Augustine,

t one finds frequent reference to the coast-between St. Aug-
and Cape Canesveral, which, as we have seen, includes.
usia County.

Historles cf Florida abéund in sccounts of veyages along

8 east ccast of the state frcm the time of Ponce de Leon and
are told that both frcm its height and its position, Turtle
f{, en old Indian shell mound on the east Volusia shore was
bebly the most conspicuous cbject which thcse navigators,
asting et a distence, would o Only e;fewfmileé ncrﬁh < e
’tle Mound 1is hlstoric New Smyrna, Great Britein in 1763
jcured sovereignty and this sovereignty lested but twenty

ars, The English then receded Floride to Spein in exchange

)r the Bahamas. These twenty yeers were a pericd of spectac-
#r develorment. Extended land grants were allotted to pro-
nent British clitizens beth alcng the eest coast and along

g St. :John's River. The interesting ruins of an cld sugar
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1 at what 1Is ncw kncwh as DeLeon Sprrings, end esrly set-
ment at Lake Beresford witness tc the movement in western
isia, The Turnbull Colony at New Symrne waslthe most sig-
ficent of =all.

Dr. Andrew Turnbull wess one of the Englishmen to receive
extended grant along the eastern bcrder cf Volusia Ccunty.
8§ wife was & cultured and brilliant woman cf Greek race, a
=}ﬁ of Smyrna, Asia Minor, a circumstsnce which occasioned
i neme of their cclony, New Smyrna, Very promptly and effi-
ntly Dr. Turnbull secured é large body of settlers of ver-
8 races end nationelities and a prosperous cclony was or-

Mzed ., New Smyrna is referred to ss et cne time hesving

P twelve hundred pocpulation. Vericus criticism and con-

versies marred reletionships et times, but various remains

ﬁ”fy ‘to the significence cf the enterprise. We still see
. drainage cenals and the ruins of the messive and extended
gar mill, There is no question that this ambitlous struc-
g wes used os a suger mill during the English cccupation.
e have meintzined that we have here the ruins of an old
nish mission that wés_latef.convqrted Into a‘mill, buﬁ.
-%-view seems to be diséredited by recent authorities, |
gn Florida wes receded tc Spein, British populaticn &nd

ty in this region seemed almost instantly tc have dis-

gared. New Smyrna wes destroyed end its surrcundings again

eiie a wilderness,

Another Volusie County tcwn with several decades. of inter-

««'Histcry prior to Mr. DeLand's initial visit is Enter-

the tcwn leter to be rebuilt from time to time.
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JIts location is important as being at the head of

1on by the St. John's River. Early explorers of the
probebly reached this point on the shore of Lske Monroe
%isouth exﬁremity of the county. It was common, we are
_ngr pessengers bound for the east ccest tc come this

by river boat and crcss cver to the beach by lend., Set-
, began sbout 1840. For meny yeers the Brock House,

d here wes well kncwn in entertzining nationally

1 guests.,

gh,_then} wes the territorf of the present Volusisa
upon Mr., Deland's arrivsl, almost 1its éntire berders
,}n historic associsticns and picturesque beauty, but

f of its surface bare and uninhabited.

This chapter on backgrounds and beginnings opens with
statement thst, "The initiel incident leading to the

nding of the institution now known es Jchn B. Stetson
ersity and the city in which 1t is loceted wes the visit
florida in 1876 of Mr. Henry A. DeLand of Fairport, New
k," So far we have been ccnsidering the section to which
aﬁme.  b |

ﬁﬁe next turn ocur atﬁention tﬁ thé men., -The fﬁuitfuiness
;ﬁét he did here was no mere accident but the naturel prc-
tion of his rich personelity, for he was 3 successful busi-
*?:nrof absolute integrity, elmost secrificially genercus,
i recognized 2s 2 leader in manifold religious, educaticnal
d civic activities.

Heriry Addison DeLand was bern at Newark, New York, of
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not and New England ancestry, Octcber 25, 1834. He at-
ed the Macedon Acedemy and teught for a time. The greater
of his 1life he spent in Feirpcrt, New York, a tcwn only
tmiles from the beautiful and enterprising city of Roch-
'3;almost near enough to be considered a suburb, The
E}$=interests and activities are so articulated with
aster thet cne neturally asks what the city is like,

l?TT to 1881 he was a member of the Monroe County Board,

most importent part of Monroce County being the city of

ﬁﬂtﬁated at the upper falls of the Genessee River, it

Iy wes 2 milling center and it was kncwn as "The Flour

When leter the miliing industry was meoved to the

and Rochester became a center fcr nufserymen and florists,
1ling was chenged to "The Flower City." Building and
Ijsscciations were early developred and hcuse cwnership be-
”Qe‘prevailing custom. At one time there was & reprort upon
percentage of owner-occupled hcmes in the Americen citles of
ed thousand.p0pulation end over and Rochester headed the
ﬁ%_ﬁhg-promiﬁencq of ;gg'éursefy ihdustry enccunag§d the-h
gbtice of having well kept lawns with ornamental sﬁrubslaﬁd

« From the beginning, the people of Rochester were
gessful in securing industries of & high cless. Their in-
wﬁiél population wes reletively well paid and procsperous,
these factors combine to make the city one of neat, well

& homes with 1ittle cf the ugly.cr shebby.

‘Rochester is also a religious and educational center
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i for great churches and distinguished pestors.
An unsuccessful attempt to move Madison University, now
, from Hemilton in centrel New York tc Rochester, led

he establishment under Beptist suspices about 1850, of

versity of Rochester, From the very beginning it op-

fed with marked success as a mcderate sized liberal erts
gge. For the next helf century its courses were largely
seribed and the faculty limited in number, but practicelly
sisting of & group of mature distinguished scholars, great
wﬁbians,*and'great_teachers. For thirty-five years, 1853
that heroic perscnality, Dr. Mertin B. Anderson, was
eﬁdeht, and by his chapel talks and clessrcom instruction
meanently inspired and moulded the thoughts, ideals, and
fions cf generations of students.

The Rochester Theologicel Saminar&, 2lthough under s
stinct Board of Trustees, wes estasblished in connection

fh the attempt tc remove Ceclgate University frem Hemilteon
Rochester. The institution for many yeers was presided

gr by one of America's greatest leaders, Dr. Augustus Hop-
Strong. In_iépep_jéars.the'Co;géte—Rochestér_Semiﬁépy_
teupied a beautiful cewmpus in the eastern part of Rgchestér.
, DelL.and wes vitally intsrested in the wcrk of his loccel
irch, and functicned es deaccn and trustee. He was super-
jtendent of the Sundey School of the First Beptist Church

f Feirport from 1867 to 1881. It is said thet when business
ok him a lcng distance from hcme he would return tc perform

s part as superintendent. At cne time he was president of

o A T | S S A
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ew York State Interdenominaticnal Sunday School Associ-

‘and director of the New York Baptist Missicnary Society.

88 a large contributor toward the building of the Fsirport
st Church,

Young Henry A. Deﬁand, for a time, lived on 2 farm near
ort, but in 185} remcved to Feirport and became associ-
with his brother, Mr. D. B. Deland, in the conduct of
recently orgenized Deland Chemical Company. Henry threw
jelf energeticelly and efficiently into the administration
he business which grew rapidly. Upon the death of his
r brother in 1872 the edministrative responsibility is

d to have rested entirely upon Henry and soon the company
§ doing over a half million dollers worth of business, and
ifacturing and selling more tons of sazleratus and soda
1fany other concern in the United States. Mr., Deland is
ted as seying thet the business, st times, yielded him

om five thousend to twenty-five thcusend profit a year,
thur seild thet he fixed a goal as tc the extent of his
£ﬁgs and resclved tc contribute any excess to worthy ob-
ete, & pgsoluticnfwhich he mcre then kept.

In ﬁérchldf_iﬁ?é;:ﬁf;-ﬁeLén& decided thet for once ﬁe
uld take 2 real vacation., His sister, Mrs. 0. P. Terry,
d famlly were living at Walterboro, South Carolina, about

ixty miles north of Sevennsh, Georgia, end to them, Mr, and

Mr. Terry had recently become interested in Florida as

promising field for orange culture. It seems that about

Ps, .DeLend with their son and daughter proceeded to meke a visit,




Page 13

- extended interest was eroused in the possibility of
itable orenge reising on the rolling pine lands of Flor-

. In this connecticn we find frequent-reference to Orange
e, & strip of land about & hundred miles scuth of Jackson-
It is described as g2bout twenty miles long and brosd,
-ﬂfél‘ with and a little east of the St. John's River,

ple frcm ncrthern secticns were steadily securing hcmesteeads
fhis promising area. A Ceptezin Rich, oftem referred to as
Qﬁrst home builder in the present limits of the city of

and, had been 2 guest at the boarding hcuse of the Terry's.,

pugh this contact Mr. Terry had been led to secure a hcme=

. end befcre Mr. Delend's visit hed begun its developnent. i
Delend's interest was sufficiently arcused that he decided
pxtend his plessure trip end inspect the new enterprise, a

ision of momentous significance for himself and for the

e he visited.,

So under the leadership of Mr. Terry, Mr. DeLand end his

1ly continued their journey southward, As the reilroad ;
ding was just beginning in Floride, the perty ascended

?aautiful St. John's by boat, landing Pt Enterprise and

lging at the Brock chse, seid to have been, fcr many yesrs,
g mcst noted hctel iIn Florida,

Leaving the femily et Enterprise, the brothers-in-law

ih & one-horse conveyance sterted te drive tcwesrd the Rich

d Terry homesteads. At first the country did not favorably

press Mr. Deland, and several times he suggested that they

burn . to Enterprise, but Mr, Terry repeated the encouraging
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statement thet it was more attractive furthsr on. After pas=-

sing Orenge City, Mr. DeLand's enthusiasm gradually rose; the

wooded knolls reminded him of his own western New Ycrk. They

pessed but e single house between Orange City and Beresford,
[he story is often told how the explorers were enterteined in

tein Rich's log cabin, sleering on 2 mattress placed upon
fhe floor,

Mr. DeLand learned that there was a square tract of land

)f 2 hundred and sixty ecres directly esst of the Rich home-
Beavaiore

jtead, the Herrisch homestesd, and that it cculd be purchased,

0 he promptly scguired it. This was a mcomentous decision,
\

wth for Mr. DelLand and for the regicn concerned. It marked

n epoch in Mr. DeLand's entire cereer. A trip thst was to

ring rest and diversion ushered him Into & period of most

strenucus snd fruitful activity. The decision determined the

cise locelity of the city thet wes to beer his name., This
25 G

bsorr homestesed was to be the zenter and core of what has

gen called the Athens of Florida. This block of helf 2 mile

 each side wes tc contein the greeter pert of the business

gection of Delend. In it .are four of the churches with

pst office, and apart frcm the dormitories and gymnasiums, the
pincipel buildings of what is ncw John B.IStetson University.
erowning result of the decision was thet ﬁhé perscnality,
terests and ideels of Henry Addison DeLand were to be pro-
icted into the life of the community that was to be.

The family returned to Fairport, The vacation was over.

hers close to its bordersy Here are the Court House 2nd the




Page 15

n edditicn to the csres a resplte from which the vacation

0 offer came those connected with the plenning and orgen-

g of &8 new community, In the fsll, Mr, DeLand returned to

to give the project personal ettention. His chief

te while present end representative when eabsent was
« M. S. Leete, fether of Bishop Frederick DeLand Leete,

Leete being & sister of Mr, DelLand. This esscciate must

e been a very versatile and efficient man, A Methodist

ister, he conducted the éarliest religious service in De-
For a time he conducted a besrding house, and he was
tor of the first newspaper published in the county.

On December 6, Hr. DeLand met for ccnference & group of
ttlers residing in the vicinity, snd on this occesion it

.;bted to cell the tcwn DelLend, Mr. DelLand offered to

je a site for a schccl hcuse, the hcuse to cost from eight
 ten ﬁundred dcllars. According to the minutes, "the

1001 house could be used for divine woership and & sabbath
100l until such time as a church cculd be built, and when

it time shculd ccme, he pledged to give a like sum of four
pdred dollars tc any denomination whe should build or form
nicn church," . These may seem to be but 4 very"deefata-t i
ptributicn, but we shezll see that they were only the first

eklings of an ever-growing stream,

The brother-in-law cooperated in forming & plen for the

yelopment of the homestead. A square trasct of primeval

¢ forest, half 2 mile on each side wes to be laid out as

8 basis of a2 potentiel city, end it is interesting to see
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-;@armanently determinative this plen proved to be.

The principle street was to extend north and scuth
ough the exact center of the tract. The planners dis-

ked the hackneyed name of Main Street and chose Woodland
ulevard. A brosd perk-like space was to be cleszred. A
w of oaks wes tc line each mergin and & third row through

g center was to divide the two driveways. The plan was car-

8d out, and et the present day this Bouleverd is not cnly the
inciple street of the citﬁ, but extended to the north and south,
s become 2 leading highwey for this part of the county,.
_Each of the fcur margins of the trret wes tc be bounded
ffstreet. Thet on the scuth boundery wes named New York
?;e, which is now the principle east end west street cf the
iy, and which like Woodland Boulevard, has been extended in
th directicns 2s en impcrtent highway. The north boundary
y&wrked by Minnesota Avenue, a prominent street, the junc-
n of which with the Wocdlend Bouleverd, is at the very cen-

? of the University cempus. The esst and west streets have

gn named for states, Indiana, Wisconsin, Ohio, Michigen,

8 exception is Rich Avenue named for the pioneer Captain.
‘the east mergin was “Amelia Avenue, nemed for WrQ. Leete.
gra Avenue, on the west, named for Mrs. Rich, beceme the
pter of a prominent residence, schocl snd church section.
,.For the next two or three years, Mr. DeLend repeatedly
glted Florides, giving as much persoral attention to the
&iopmeﬁt cf the new enterprise as possible. He purchased

ptions of many neighbering homestesds thus supplying the
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S with means to improve their trects. An old map of the

showing nrmes of owners, is fairly dotted with small

bearing the neme of H. A. DeLand. This mep shows at

of the scuthern corners of the DelLsnd hcmestead a ten

are trect, the western with the name Terry, the east-

jith the name Psrce. Here were built DeLand's first two

ding houses. Mr. and Mrs. Terry conducted theirs for sev-
years. Lster the land fecing New York Avenue was sold

is new occupied by twc notels, the Putnem and the Lexing-
the Terry's 1ﬂt?r having buiit on their ncrthwest ccrner
yoerding hcuse which fcr many yeers they ccnducted, The

@ on the southeest square wss fcr 2 time owned by the Leetes,
iﬂter by Mr. J. Y. Parce, a brcther cf_Mrs. DeLand. The
elend wes fcer many years a prominent hcotel and later was

laced by the College Arms, one of Florida's outstending

ﬁaf hotels, the winter resort for meny people, including

petary Cordel Hull. The ten scre trect remains intact

ounded by streets cn sll four sides.

After the 1little town seemed wéll under way, Mr. DeLand
tinued his Flcrida Visits, and ccncentrated on his Fair-
'ﬁiqte?ests! bgt 19_1881L thinking thet the Flcrida project
8 not going ahead fast encugh to suit him, he decided to sell
‘Fairpert business and devote himself to making DeLsnd _ |
pida's "religious, educational, business and sccial center.”
For a time union religicus services had been in the school

se, but in August, 1880, the Methcdists orgesnized a distinct
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wrch. In the followling Octcber a group of thirteen organized

g0 Baptist Church. The two deacons elected were Messrs. 0. P.

rry and J. Y. Parce. Ground was brcken for the church build-

g on April 22, 1881, The occasion seems to heve been regarded

notable one by the community., Dr. John H. Griffith delivered

he eddress. The first regular pastor, the Rev. A. L. Farr,

ggen his work the following January. Previously the Rev. J.

| Bohannon had often gratituously supplied the pulpit. The
gw house to the cost of which Mr. DeLand hed liberelly con-

ibuted, wes dedicated April 16, 1882, Dr. Griffith preaching

e dedicatory sermon. The building seems to have been dedi-

ited free from debt, for at the dedicetion services Mr. DeLand

wed thet any surplus be turned cver tc the Methcdists toward

eir bullding fund. Their building was dedicated about a

later.,

In the records cf the Beptist church, reference is made
0 the removal of the bell from the school house. It would
em that the Baptists hed a bell that was tempcrerily used

. the school house where for a‘time unicn services were held
d that they later moved this bell to their oﬁn house. At
] events the bell thet the Beptists hed st their first

i1lding had an interesting history. When in 189l a second

use wes built the bell was remcved from the old cupola but

Ver placed in the new tower, After resting in the basement

arly twenty years, it was shipped to Ridgecrest, the North

irclina Assembly place of the Southern Baptists, narrowly es-
ping destruction in a

railwey wreck. For seversal yesrs it
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pout from the Assembly Tabernscle giving to some of the

pounding residents the thrill of fcr the first time heesr-
scund of & church bell in their native hills. Dur-
8 destructive wind storm, the bell was so injured thet it
n resting. In the sutumn of 1883 cccured the first
nite step toward the establishment of what is now known

B, Stetson University. Under the suspices of Mr.

ind, and the principslship of Dr. John H. Griffith, of
%, New York, whom we have -menticned in connection with
dedication of the Baptist church building, the DeLand
jemy was opened. L

Dr. Griffith was a prominent Baptist minister who on
ount of his heslth had come to Florida, He was graduated
| the Uﬁiversity of Rochester in 1859, a member of the
dlastic honor fraternity, Phi Betes Kappa, from the Roch-

r Theological Seminsry in 1861. In the intervening twenty-

yeers he hed held pastorates in Detroit, Michigan; Gesles-
g, I11inois; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Trdy, New York,

The Acedemy is sometimés incerrectly spoken of as having
2lcped from the DeLand public school system. Such state-
i8 sare ebsolutely without_fcundation.:.Thera ere avallable
;ticlés by Df. Griffith himself written early in 188l

ih make 1t perfectly plain thet from the beginning the

lemy was a private institution, publlic only in the sense
?3ng aveilable to the community and to those who might

8 frcm elsewhere.

During the session of 1883 and 188l the classes were
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d in the Beptist church building. The attendance on the
st dey is said to heve included but thirteen, but before
fyear was over, fifty-six different pupils had been in
nce. Notwithstending the limited number of pupils,
Griffith was very optomistic as to the future. His art-
. repeatedly emphasizes the favorable climatic conditions,
Hﬁsing the conviecticn thet the student ecan here accom-

sh more rether then less in the north, His predictions of
future success of the institution may at the time hsve

ied too optomistic but they now appear prophetic,

Jé early as January 188l he wrote, "DeLand will undoubt-
I becocme an educeticnel center, for the state will demand
itional educationel facilities. The mildness and heslth-
fess of the climate will attrsct meny who do not wish to
are -the severity and faée the hazerds of northern winterg,"
-33, after the close cf the session, he contributed an

icle toc the Nation2l Baptist ccntaining statements: "The
empt to focund a school here of academic grede was an ex-
iment . Many questions vital to the success of such a&n
jitution were untried. WNo such school has Been opened so
in_iﬁe south. The pfobiém”has hbt-Beénzééiféd bﬁt‘the-
ition hes alreedy prcceeded far encugh to insure ultimate
CESSeeses

ﬂhe nexf yeer will open abcut the middle of Octcber

n we expect to heve a new and ccmmedious building ready
occupancy. Mr. Delend, under whose auspices the school

been cpened, proposes st an esrly dete to have the insti-
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fon incorporsted, 2nd & Board of Trustees chosen to whose

:%1ng care the school will be committed. It is to be a

de instituticn, feor the benifit of the public, devoted to

ﬁgeat cause cf Christian educetioNecess

our citizens and those interested in the welfeare of
community, give to it the support and sympathy which such
instituticn must heve, DeLend will become a grest educa-
8l center for this state, and & place where hundreds of

ng men and women will ccme to escepe the rigors of northern
ers. MAs wes expected, Mr. DeLand, during the summer at

own expense, built the acedemy bullding,

; the first struc-
Ly

'-@h the present cesmpus. It is on the nprtheast corner of
lend Bouleverd end Minnesota, just off the criginel home-
ﬁ:of the Rev. M, L. Leete, During the year of 188l end
 the academy met in the new building under the continued
rge of Dr. Griffith, the registraticn of eignty-eight

[1s renging frem thcse in elementary grades to those nearly

eationel institution complying with nationzlly recognized
derds. At sbout the same time PFloride Baptists, inde-

dently, wefé lccking in the same directicn. It is inter-

ng to see how the two mcvements, originally distinct,
me gradually to be fused Into a unit.

Kkt the meetings of the Floride Bsptist Convention, the
orts cn education had been chiefly concerne& with efforts
ssist Flcride students for the ministry ettending insti-

ghs—in other states, and with the ccommendaticn of various
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orn Baptist Colleges, but in the repcrt for 1880 we find
pression of regret that in the steste the Baptists have
llege of their own.

'aﬁI1882 repoif cn educetion after dealing with the usual
rs, contained the following:

‘At last, but not least, there is a Christian gentleman
to 211 of us, Brother F. B. Mccdie, who proposes to

a2 Female College in Florida, provided & sufficient in-
gfﬁﬁould be taken in sucﬂ en enterprise by the Baptists
orida." Later.in the session the following resolution
ﬁQOnted end adcpted:

lResolved that it is with profound pleasure we learn
frof . F. B, Noodie contemplates establishing a Female

e In the city of Gainesville, end we pledge to our
;ﬁﬂour sympathy and co-operaticn, and we sssure him that
{=with delight thet prospect cf soon being eble to edu-
ur daughters within the borders of cur own stete."

[t was also voted thet a committee of ten elected from
ent parts of the state and including Prof. Mocodie, be

d to consider the feasibility of the entérprise and
ace most eligibie for the situaticn of the ccllege, and
lfeit gifts for its establishment,

he proceedings of the 1883 Ccnventicn indicetes thet '
Moodie wss chairmen of the cémmittee and Mr, H, A.

| the next member on the list.

he Convention seems heartily to have supported the en-

se, and urged the co-oreraticn of all Floride Baptistse.
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expressed in Prof. Moodle's report were very similar
g0se of Mr. DeLend end Dr. Griffith, Floride shculd have
itution that would compare favorably with schools in
forth. Such a college would attrazct many ncrthern students

eke it unnecessary to send Florida girls tc the "frozen

g@ find sc far no reference to coeducation. Since the
aticn of ministerial students in colleges In other states
so prominent a theme in Florida Conventicn regports,

- seem strange thet In this ccnnection there was so much
gsis cn the education of wemen, This may be because Prof,
fe who first rcused the Conventicn to the need and the
ibility of a Florida Baptist College, is said to have been,
56 time, president of a women's college.

In December, 188l, the Conventicn met 2t Orlendo. Dr.

ings of the Conventicn. The general repcrt on education,
ted by Mr. C. H. Nash, highly recommended DeLand Academy
its able principal and cslled upon the dehcminstion tc
ourege and strengthen it. Yet in the speciel report on
Femele College, there seems to be nc suggestion of any

on of the Mocdie project with the Deland Academy. The
ists of the stete were.urged to make immediate steps to-

I the founding of the college.

In view of later events, it is significent to note the
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1sional plan suggested for the orgenization of the col-
The State Board of Missicns were to elect a Boerd of
¢ trustees, two-thirds of whcm, together with the presi- {
i were tc be members of churches ccnnected with the Florids

;ist Convention. The nine trustees were, by lot, to be
gd into three groups, to serve two, four, and six.years
@btively, their successcrs to be elected by the Conven-
p, the trustees having the privilege of nomlnating the

didates for electicn. To the initial Board was to bhe en- {

sted the incorporation of the college, end the préliminary

’?6f its orgenization. It was definitely voted that in

8r to secure pledges from the locality where the college

———

 to be loceted, the dencmination "in the state should con-

skt oy g

bute not less than $10,000.00 towsrd an endowment." A new

s

mittee of five wes to be zppointed tc make definite the

i e e A P

isicn as to the loceticn of the college 2nd solicit funds.

The latter pert of the yesr 1885 wes a decisive periocd
the history of the DelLand institution.

5

It marked the fusion

the two movements toward Christian education in Florida, 1
onsored respectively by Mr. Mocdle a2nd Mr. DelLand, 2nd the
ing cf Dr, Forbes as principsl or president of the Acedemy.

"'-...‘
jtember saw the publicsticn of a four pege announcement of '

¥ plens of the Academy for the following sesson. The fourth

ge included a signed statement by Dr. Griffith. Finding the

ek of the pastorate and teaching mcre than he is able to i

iform, he has surrendered the Academy into the hands of }

!
of, Ferbes, whose chosen work and successful experience is L
. ' |
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hat of a teacher. He adds, "two recently received letters,"

ghich commend the ability, experience, and character of the
ew principal, is cne signed September L, 18685 by M. B. Ander-
on, President of the University fo Rochester, end the other

gigned September 1, 1885 by G. J. Barrett, pastcer cf the Leke
gnle Baptist Church of Rochester, New York.

- The bulletin, evidently prepared by Prof. Forbes, announces,
gldes the principel, twc teachers, E. H. Alger, Latin Language

;amiterature, end Miss Fannie Bigelow, Preceptress. There

¢ to be three chief courses, Classical, Scientiflic, and

her English, with supplementsl ccurses providing Normal and

giness treining, The Classicel and Scientific courses were

eh of four years, allke except that the latter substituted
er subjects for the three years cf Greek and some of the

story. Both complied with nationally recognized standards

¢college entrasnce. The Higher English course included only

¢ yeers wcrk. For the opening session two teachers were later
jﬁ;fo_those listed in the initial snnouncement, Miss Addie
ce, deughter of Mr. J. Y. Parce, and Mrs. R. S. Macnamee,

The bulletin gave a summery scccunt of the location,
bory end ideasls cf the Academy that in 1883 weas estéblished
ugh htge fo%esight end generousity of Mr. H. A, DeLand."

ig its second year, elghty-eight pupils, we are tocld, were
ittendence. Reference is made to the "besutiful and com-
ous building---erected and furnished through the liberality
r, DeLand+~-~-in the midst of a2 four acre grove of pines=---

a mile from the business center of the town,"
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ote In detail President Forbes' initiasl formel stete-

entitled:

"The Chsracter of the Schocl'
It is a schcol for both sexes. It is an acad-
emy, not 2 college, and its work will be academic,
not collegiate, Its aim will be two fold; first to
prepare students for college, whether in the class-
ical or scientific course; and second, to supplement
fﬁe instructicn of the common school with so much of
age, science, literature, and ert as may be
needful for teaching or for practicel life. It will
be the eim of the faculty to lay the foundaticns of
mental discipline broad and firm, then furnishing
the student a sure besis on which he may build in
iiter years. Believing thet nc system of education
is scund or ccmplete that igneres the moral end re-
figious element, the school will be positively
{@ristian. While everything of 2 secretariesn na-
ture will be scrupulously avoided, the fundsmental
principles of Christian morality and religion will

be inculceted,"

In other paregrephs desirable characteristics of the
ironment were presented--the genersl healthfulness of the
ition, the "intelligence, morality, and social culture" of

town comparable with that of "old educational towns" and
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jresence in Deland of houses of worship of six leading
netions permitting students of various affiliations

nd services of their choice.

This reference to the quality of the local population

0 idle claim, for Mr., Deland had advertised widely in
gious periodicals and had attracted settlers from re-

Jus groups. The Sunday School quarterlies of the Amer-
ﬁaptist Publication Society early carried full page pic~-
es of DeLand Hall,

John Franklin Forbes, son of a Baptist minister, was

fat Middlesex, New York in 1853, In 1871 he entered the
ersity of Rochester, after a year withdrawing to teach in
leburg Academy, Later he becams principal of the Mount

i{s High School, and spent a year traveling and studying
erlin, Leipzig, and Paris, Re~entering the University of
ester, he graduated in 1875 receiving the Sherman Scholar-
'prize, the most sought after honor open to seniors. Soon

¢ graduation he was called to the chair of Latin and Greek

he Brockport State Normal School, only a few miles from
ester. This position he held until 1885 when he was called
-;;nd and received an honorary doctorate from his alma mater;
A twin brother and cléssmate, George M., Forbes, was professor
£ of Greek and later of Philosophy in the University of

ester. These twins were identical in a very literal sense.,

ng stories are told how Brockport students, méeting

ge, would take him for Franklin, and Rochester students,

ing Franklin, would mistake him for George. Members of
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1s Bible class et the Park Avenus Baptist Church once

) uncanny experience. Franklin as & guest wes invited

k to the class. There sat their teacher before them
pmal, end ot the seme time there he stood speaking to
Physicelly, they seemed exactly alike even to the extent
e recession from the brow of the thinning of the locks.

y gesture, and general manner, as well as manner of speak-
jere identicel.

fany yeers later an attendant in a sanitarium had an

lore uncanny experience. He hsd cared for Franklin

% his last days. After a time, Gecorge, in practically

ame conditlicn as had been his.deceased brother, was

ed to the care of the same attendant whe kneﬁ ncthing

he twin reletionship. We can imegine what his reaction was.
late in 1885 the Florids Baptist Convention met in Jack-
lles We have sesen that, for soﬁe time, the establishment
location of a2 Christien College in Floridas under Baptist
;?slhad been a prominent theme et the meetings of the
gntion, The offer which at this meeting wes presented
g;beLFnd through Dr., Griffith is reported zs being "that
puld give the henoﬁinatién-for the purposes.cf educsaticn
the property belonging to DelLand Acsdemy worth not less
$12,000.00 and $10,000,00 for en endcwment while all
should be contributed by citizens of DeLané and viéinity
ld be so much additional, provided the dencmination and

gg of educaticn iIn the state at large should raise as

ndowment fund for the institution the sum of $10,000.00.,

e ————— e ——
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is stated thet the Conventicn by a cordial and hearty ris-
vote, adopted the noble and genercus proposition in the

pit in which it was offered, and elected a Boerd of Trustees
which it entrusted the work of incorporeting the institution
cering for its interests." This sction would seem to have
rmined that the two movements sponscred by Mr. Moodie and
Deland respectively feor the establishment of 2 Christian
ational institution in Florida were definitely fused.

éwe autumn of 1885 was & decisive time in the history of
:&:education in Flcorida under Baptist auspicese. It 1is a
idence that at the ssme time under the suspices of the

lda Congregetionalists with New England background & sim-
movement took definite shepe.

In 1883, Miss Lucy A. Cross, teacher in a Daytona Beach
te school and formerly a member of the faculty of the
@sley College suggested to her pastor the need of a Chris-
College in Flcrida. This suggestion he presented to the
meeting of the General Congregetional Assceiaticn of

.¢4 held in Winter Park in 188l4. The movement was sup-
jiw the Congregeticnelists of Florida, end by a group
ginessmen iIn Winter Perk, Action teken by the Assccia-
geting at Orenge City in Jenuary 1885 definitely 1led
 feunding of Rollins Coilege. There are meny enalogies
gn the beginnings of the institution at Winter Park end
it at Delend., One wes encouraged by a group of New York
sts, the other by a group of Wew England Ccngregation-

Both sought to establish under Christian auspices a

s
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in Florida conforming to nsticnazl standsrds. In both

fter the dencminaticns had decided thet the institu-

uld be established, e committee was appcinted to reailse
d decide upcn the most eligible location. Both scught
f Trustees who wculd be glive tc religicus values.
 Qﬁ1institution was established first? The Baptists
cussing the Mocdie propositicn in 1882, The Congre=-
lists' discussion begsn in 185}. The Deland Academy

in 1883, and plens for a college published in 1886, but
was granted until 1887. Rollins College was char-
id opened in Winter Park in 1885. Not until 1887 did
have college students. At any rate both were pioneers
blishing in Florida nationally reccgnized colleges.
:umavid'Mcore, trustee of the Deland Academy, is re-.

s having said to Professor Forbes in connection with
tment as principal, "There is a great need snd a

rtunity for higher Christian educaticn in Flcerida,

1l go as principal of the DeLand Academy, will aim

t herd, very hard, shoulder heavy burdens, meet great

1 and welt patiently for results, succass end reward
Pe to come in due time." The development of the fol-
ﬁ;ars would indicate that the new principzl met the
nge. Perheps in this connection a werd regasrding Dr.
*%ﬁ'not be inappropriate. Reared 2 country boy in

0 New Ycrk, he, like some of our Florida boys entered

iistry withcut cocllege or seminary training. After

I3

1ities, encounter dlfficulties and discouragements,

i

I
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lence as & teecher in Clarkson, New York, he became
the Gains and Murray Baptist Church, his hcme church.
iessful pastcretes followed including the Washington
arch in Brocklyn. He received the honorery degree

of Divinity and for years wes a member and vice-

of the Boasrd of Turstees of the Rochester Theological
After retiring from the acitve ministry he divided

' ween Geneva, lNew.York, and Delend co-operating
DeLand in his eerly ectivities in developing the town
0l, For at least twenty years from 1885 to the
1ls death he served gs a trustee of the Deland insti=-
te of the time as a member of the executive com-
His peinted portreit hengs on the north well of the
'Eepbl.

need of a dormitery was ccnsidered by the college
Trustees at their earliest recorded meeting held

9, 1886, at the Parceland Hotel. Eight members were
?'luding five to whcem we have alrsady been intro-

P, DeLand, Dr. Griffith, Dr. Moore, Professor Mccdie,
‘orbes. The other three were Florida residents, Mr.
'idf‘Jaﬁksonviile, Mr. Osteen, of Osteen, and Mr. M.
8nt of Delsnd. Mr. Ssrgent, 2 businessman, active in
¢rk, for the next ten years served as treasurer and

f the Executive Committee of the Bosrd of Trustees.
ted by proxy wes Mr. J. S. Turner, Levyville, Florida,
‘years = member of the Board. He was the grest-uncle

Jgan of Women, Miss Etter Turner.
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bhis January meeting, Dr. Griffith, we ere told, in

6 address intrcduced the all important questions of
money for a "dormitory building." The proposition
diate end unanimous apprcval. Mr. DelLend offered to

te $1,000.00 to the procject if £5,000,00 could be

:%? reised., All those present, and Mr. Turner by
ledged et once sums ranging from $250.00 to $500.00

i total of £3,500.00 half cf the estimsted.cost of

[ding, end of course we kncw that the estimated and

ost of buildings rarely coincide.

en ad journed meeting March 2&, 1886, a building com-
onsisting of Messres. DelLand, Gelston, Griffith, Shct-
airgent and Forbes wes appointed and entrusted to carry
plans for building the dormitory. Rev. H. C. Gelston
ter of the Presbyterian Church, snd Mr. Shotwell was
resident of DeLand.

the new members of the Boerd elected at this meeting
C, T.Sampson, who wes to be a prominent figure in the
ment of the 1nsﬁitution. A shoe manufecturer from
dams, Messachusetts, he wes spending his winters in the
It is he.ﬁho contributed funds for the-eétablish—-
endowment of our librery end eslsc left a handsome
thet wes availeble for other purposes.

_;=bui1ding enterprise must have been carried out with
y and rapidity, for in the minutes of the Florida

t Convention, meeting in Ncvember 1886, the dermitory

erred to s 2lready bullt and furnished,.and the cata-
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886 and 1887 contains the following: "The citizens

d vicinity together with the generous friends cf ed-
1 in the north--notably John B, Stetson c¢f Philadelphia,
hom the building weas ﬁsmed, have erected a spacilous
ggant dormitcry, thus supplying & very urgent need of
institution., =---The dormitory is large, well furnished
pleasant, and the entire building 1s heated by stesm.
President and‘family, as well as the other teachers, re-
de in the building or in the immediste vicinity, and parents
v thus feel assured cf a cereful oversight of Interest in
heir children. The young ladies are under the direct con-
rol of the Preceptress." Was this last statement intended
p 811y the apprehension of these who questicned co-educstion
| fevored the plan for a Baptist College for girls?
iw in connection with ﬁhe dormitory have met our first
ence to John B, Stetson, Thils famous Philadelphia msan-
er, like so many others, had visited Florida for cocn-
of health, Miss Helen DelLend, in her book, Story

nd and Lake Helen, .cites Dr. Moore's account cf a momen-

sident., We guote it entire: "We whispefed to one a-
;ﬂhat-if'this man.were,lindeed, a man ééhﬁ ffcm God?

he could bé led tc see the pcssibilities of this school?!
ils in mind we cne day planned a ride to Lake Helen.

gere in this party, Mr, DelLand, Mr. Stetscn, Dr. Forbes,

ir humble servent with some others. After an elegant

gt the Harlan we all went on the upper verandsh of

tel. It wes cne of those charming days of which Florida
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iany. Lake Helen lay like 2 sheet of silver in full

@ noble pines stood in their silent msjesty all around
g birds were singing among the brenches, the air was
2ll nature wes besutiful. And then and there we
utmost to meke this man, John, see visions and dream
Euere ~was preyerful, earnest seed sowing and John

on University, as we see it today, with its magnifi-
ildings, its ample equipment, and the grand work it is
8 the rich golden harvest."

us began the iong, intimste co-operation between Mr.
end Dr. Forbes in realizing the dreams of the founders
nstitution. The dormitory was named for Mr. Stetson
largest contributor to the cost of its construction.
fhousand dollars is said to be the amount of his gift.

5 went on each gift intensified his interest and the

ed interest led to larger glfts, and so, on end on

888 dontinued. -

f, Moore mentioned Leke Helen and the Harlan Hotel.

glen was a suburb which Mr. DeLand established out in
utiful pine wcods five miles southeast of his principal
nent . The 1éke aﬁa this sﬁburb he na&ed-for.his daughtef
peand the hotel for his scn Harlan.

le spece between Deland and Lake Helen was an almcst

en perk of giant pines, the rolling surfsce with 1little
inderbrush. Here and there 2 little plot would be

3d and set with crange trees. There were no highweys,

scrossing trails leading to various homesteads.
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gperienced driver hed almocst as much need of e map

)ess 2s would a navigator on the ses. Sometimes hes=~
gtween two diverging trails he wculd find thst one
”ffimprovised tc avoid a fallen pine tree. As he

id a common goal he wculd find the trail converging,
'Eghad nct streyed too far to the right or the left,
reach hls destinetion without sericus lces of time.
have been considering some of the men who had & con-

p part In laying the fcoundetions of our university.
gonnection of prime significence is John B. Stetson,

y orgenizer, industrialist, humanitesrian, Christian;

¢ starting as an individual worker in a single rented
weloped the hat factory which for the extent and qual-
ts production wes prcbably best kncwn throughout the
id world, a fectery of twenty-five scres of floor spece,

Dy thoussnds of workers who formed e great co-oreration

i Batterson Stetscn, of New England descent, was born
1030 in Orange, New Jersey. dis father and several

§ were het mekers, sand from his boyhood, instead of
ﬁ1sch601, he worked with them as an apprentice.

ned with tuberculosis which seems to have been a com-
erience among those making felt from fur, he left for
gle and far west for a time working in a brick yard.

gert Hubbard in his Journeys to the Homes of Great

y tells of an interesting incident thet occurred

3tson was one of a party sterting on fcot for Pike's
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?keussicn arose as to whether cloth cculd be made
The young felt maker improvised & demonstration,

po tools. To szmuse his companions he made frcm scme
g lerge picturesque hat. A local horse rider

§ it that he bought it fer $5.00, a circumstence thet
to important results.

frecovered health the traveler returned to the east.
Philadelphia factcry was a small rented room. His
:Hﬂeﬁelop distinctive types that wculd 2ppeal to the
tes. Progress in this directicn was slow snd discour-
the western experience was recalled and eppeal

) to the cowboy. Large brcad-brimmedlhats were sent

pn deelers with bids for orders. Response was immed-
sxtensive. Soon the cowboy was not considered pro-
ed withocut a Stetson. An ordinery one could be

or five dollers, but the price of the choicer types

0 2lmost unbellevable heights. The Stetson fectory
%ﬁps and bounds., Gredually, verious tyres of hats
gloped thet sppealed tc classes and localities, and
fectory with its world-wide patronage was the result.
gnized labor-was not encouraged in his factory. Some“
30 the system of the term pesternalism, but it was a
tive type of paternslism, including compenseticn for
ces, liberel bonuses according to profits, and various
ois for the welfare of the thousands of emplovees and
milies. A splendid auditorium with pipe organ, played

lind orgenist and composer, Adam Giebel, provided for
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and other assemblies, and a la2rge well-equipped
jerved the needs primarily of employees but others

A building and loan organization promoted home

fr. Stetscn, who contributed tc the building of

had hsd 1little ccntact with educeticnsl insti-
in fact, is said to have suprosed thet colleges

t making enterprises; but in spite of his yeers

ded readily Fo the new appeal, and how literally

ry of the University demonstreates.

fson Hall in its opening session in the sutumn of
gssocieted with the name of another Philadelphian,
ugh the intervening years hess been a prominent
Jﬁﬁhe Stetson faculty. George Prentice Cerscn, son
'ﬁgelphia clergyman, was bcrn in 186li. At the early
eteen he was gradusted from Wesleyan University,

t. He acccmpanied his mother to Florida, she com-
fonsideraticn of health; and in 1887 he became a -
in the DelLand Acedemy, feor & time occupying & room

¥ dormitory. The records of the .University tell of -
ous summers spent in gradueste study in Americen Univ-
s and repeated summers devoted to travel and historical
%; Europe. He served as Dean, first of the College of
éits, then of the University as a wnhole. In recent
-ujms been Dean Emeriltus and professor of history. No
jerson has rendered so extended professicnal and execu-

spvice .to the University. The first regular annual
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that for 1885-1886 registered e faculty of six: Pres=-
F. Forbes, E.H. Alger, Miss Fannie Bigelow, Miss Addie
fece of Mr. DeLend, and Mrs. R.A. Macemee. The fac-

t for 1886-1887 is new except for the name of President
0f the new members, Professor George W. Botsford,

%Bf the Academy and Professor of Ancient Languages

lsh wes a member of the faculty for but one ysar,
peferences to his subsequent work elsewhere as a

end suther have been met, Mrs, Helen B. Webster was
ess and teecﬁer of mathematics and natural sciences;
e K, Tuthill was Principal of the Art Department for
ars. Mrs. Mary E. Cheney, possessor cf a beautiful
joice, was for many years Principal cf the Music Depart-
ils was the first teaching yeer of Professor Cerscn

jeve already introduced. His title wes Assistaznt in
fics sand science. In the cetalog for 1885-1886, thirty-

udents were registered in the Acedemy proper. Harlan

an, Josephing Lindley, Ida Erhart, Gertie McNeill,
ﬂm-Powéll, long kncwn as Mrs. G. P. Carson. The

in the grammer school included Viola Erhart, Guilda
'and Mabel Allen, now wife of Professor Harry S.

Her fether, Mr. J. F. Allen, was one of the eerliest

 of DeLand, and she was a pupil in the Academy when it
¢ the directicn of Dr. Griffith,

pthe year 1886-1387 a totel of 82 were enrolled, 22
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sslcal Course, srd 23 in the Higher English Course
adery. Apert from the nemes alreesdy menticned, we

m A. L. Abercrcmbie, Emma Eldridge, Wilie Swift,

1d and Elmer McBride.

¢ during this yeer, a charter was obtained from
“%Iegislature under the name of Deland Universitye.

m & rether smbitious name for an institution theb
gt have a single student of collegiste rank, but the
srsity was not then as much associated with greaduate
b is now, and, besides, those responsible for the

on had definite ambiticns which included Schools not
isiness, Art, Music, but of Law, Medicine, snd Theology.
ding to the Cherter, the number of trustees "shall
less than eighteen nor more then twenty-four, three-
of whom she1l]l be members of the Beptist denomination
:gnﬂihg with their severesl churchess, and which number
ays include the President of the University, for the

ig as ex-officio trustee." This placed the Univer-

gr Beptist esuspices, although not requiring, as did

sional plan of the Florida Baptist Convention for a

omen's College, that the Besptist trustees should be
f churches connected with the Floride Conventicn.
erence is that according to the ehertsr the trus-
"to hold office without express limitation of time,"
Board to be self-perpetuating, while the plan of the
:ﬁkwas that the first Boerd would ccnsist of three

folding office for two, four, and six yesrs, respec-



hose familiar with the various functions which Stetson
performed through the years of its history, as well

whc have seen its recent tresnsformstion, it mey be of
to know how it wes originally used.

to the western end of the lower floor, the front was

g epertment of the President and his family, and the
ained the Fresident's office and the housekeeper's

The rear éf the sast end was the college dining

d the front a room where the faculty end students met

gl fellowship or devctional services. The twc upper
mstituted the dormitcry prcper, the west end for the
esst end for the boys., Esch end hed its own stair-
sre were no ccnnecting docrways bstween the endse.

en the entire building was occupied by girls or by

ays were cut between the ends.

5 Convention at its meeting in 1886 seems to have whole-
Jpsupporﬁed the DeLand institution and there seems to

m no officisl reference to "the female college." Dr,
eppointed cheirman of the new Ccmmlttee on Education,
r members being mcstly from the DelLand Board. The next
of the Conventicn was to be at DeLand.

8 extended repcrt of the Committee on Education, presented
irmen, Mr. Welter Gwinn, wes mostly concerned with

s called "our own institution, ﬁeLand College." Regord-

n Hell the repcrt contzined the following: "During
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citizens of DeLsnd and vicinity, together with

f Mr, DeLand himself and genercus friends in the

ding such noble givers as John B. Stetson of

and C. T. Sempson of North Adams, Massachusetts,
end furnished a dormitory building, which your
bhinks, may safely sald to be the finest building fer
il purpcses in Florida, st e cost of 312,000,00 making
Pty now worth $25,000.00. This property is exclusive
),000.00 endowment fund which Mr. DeLand included in
g;icﬁ." Re;ognition was alsc made of the fact that
merely money, but is actually invested in an es-
institution, hence is of greatly increased valus.

88 made to the Convention tec reise immediately the

0 which was to be their share of the endowment fund,
which, we may say, was scmewhet slcw in meeting

respense.
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CONCLUDING NOTE

Ve been tracing the beckground of John B. Stetson

y geogrephlical, historical, and personal., We have

Volusia County of which DeLand became the county

sy possesses in a marked degree whet is the most
g and characteristic of Floride as a whcle, includ-
piking combinstion of the cld end the new,

ated between the besutiful and histcric St. Jchn's
the stretch of ocean shore limited by St. Augustine,
to the north, end Cape Canaversl a little to the
falls within 2 section notesble for centuries cf
1ﬂluding secrificial missicns end numerous blccdy
mvolving numerous peqples over centuries of time.

orth limit of the county near Lake Gecrge, wes the
rading pcst, Volusia, from which the ccunty derived
ﬁﬁ point merking the junction of the crisscrcssing
“fils and possible site of an cld Spenish missicn,

the south end 1s Lake Monroe with the early settle-
Enterprise. And at the same time we hesve seen that
ty, like much of Florida, is one of the most re-
ts of-our country to be settled and cultivated.

have traced the beginnings of our institution from
nd's first visit to Florida in 1876 end the opening
;;demy in 1883 to the time of the fcrmal inccrpora-

e University in 1887 and the completion and occupa-

Stetson Hall, end have been 1lntroduced toc the leading
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cnalities have centributed to the development

tution. We have seen the heerty spirit of co-

)etween the Florida Bsptist Conventicn and the

d the ambitious plans and expecteticns of the

e executives.

seems a natural point tc close this chepter, leav-

ricd of repid expension fcr later treatment,



